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A LIST OF ‘THE DIVINITY STUDENTS EDUCATED AT DR. RO- 
THERAM'S* ACADEMY, KENDAL; WITH THE PLACES WIIFKKE 
TUEY AFTERWAKDS SETTLED, AND SUORT MEMOIRS OF SOME 


INDIVIDUALS, 


——EeE 


1733. 
1. JAMES ALDERSON. 

This gentleman settled at Lowe- 
stofle, (probably succeeding Mr. 
Say.) tle died in 1761, heaving 
awidow, Mrs. Judith Alderson, 
who is still alive, standing first 
upon the list of that excellent in- 
stitution, (established in 1733,) 
the Socicty established in London 
for the Relief of the Necessitous 
Widews and Children of Protest. 
ant Dissenting Ministers deceased, 
By great exertions, she has been 
enabled to bring up a large fa- 
mily, most of whom have made a 
consiterable figure in the world. 
1. Her eldest son, James Alder- 
son, M. D. was long an eminent 
surgeon, and is now a a physician, 
in Norwich. His daughter is the 
Celebrated Mrs. Opie —2. ‘Ihomas 
resided long in the West Indies, 
and having made a handsome tour- 


tune, settled at Durham, where 
he died a few years ago, —3. Ro. 
bert, was ¢ ‘ducated at W arrington, 
for the ininistry among Protestant 
Dissenters, and was, for several 
years, one of the ministers at the 
Octagon Chapel, in Norwich. 
About 1787, he married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of William Hurry, 
Esq. of Yarmouth; and, not long 
alter, quitted the ministry and 
embraced the profession of the 
law. Ile is now recorder of [pse 
wich, and steward ot Norwich, 
His wife’s uncle, Edward Hall, 
ksq. of Whith-y, Northumberland, 
published from his manuscripts, 
* Specimens of Sermons and Pray- 
crs, by a late Divine; printed 
for Johnson, 1788.” His eloest 
son, Edward Ilall Alderson, was 
senior wrangler and medallist at 
Cambridge last year ; lis second 
son, third wrangler this year; his 


* In our Number for May, and elsewhere, we find that we have incorsect!y 


printed the name, “* Rotherbam.” 
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Hull, and an active promoter of 
agricultural improvements, as well 
us of general science and litera- 
ture.—5. A daughter of Mrs. Al- 
derson’s married a Mr. Wood. 
house, of Norwich, and had four 
sous: Olyett, acounsellor at Bom- 
bay; Robert, the very eminent 
professor of mathematics at Cam. 
bridge; James, a surgeon in the 
army; and Richard, a merchant 
in Hull. 
2. JosspuH WuitTesiDE. 

Settled first at Keswick, after- 
wards removed to Yarmouth, and 
died there 1784. 

3. Joun Seppon. 

The name of Seddon has long 
been eminent in Lancashire, a- 
mong the friends of religious li- 
berty. Mr. Robert Seddon, eject. 
ed from Langley, in Derbyshire, 
in 1662, fixed his residence in 
Bolton, where he succeeded Mr. 
Goodwin (who had been vicar)and 
Mr. Leaver (ejected from Cockey) ; 
antl buying a house, gave the 
ground behind for the building of 
amegting-house, which has since 
been served by a succession of 
able ministers, Mr. Bourn, .Dr. 
Dixon, Mr. Buck, Mr. Thomas 
Dixon, (infra No. 17,) Mr. Philip 
and Mr. John Holland. The fa- 
ther of our student was Mr. Peter 
Seddon, minister of Cockey- Moor, 
near Bolton, who died in 1731.— 
His sou John was born about the 
ad mcg received his grammar 

ing at the school of Mr. 
Walker, of Stand; went through 
a course of academical studies at 


Kendal; and, after snending a 


or two at Glasgow, as a pu. 
pil of the Professors. Hutcheson 


quod Leechman, settled at Manches- 
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daughter lately married the son of 


Sir Francis Millman, bart.—4, 
John, is an eminent physician at 


ter, as colleague of the Rey, Jo. 
seph Mottershead, for more thay 
half a century the highly esteemed 
minister of alarge and respectable 
congregation of Dissenters in that 
town, whose daughter he married 
in 1743. He was a man of a mild 
and affectionate temper, courteous 
and obliging in his address, an¢ 
affable and Communicative in his 
conversation. So that, while he 
was through life particularly dis. 
tinguished for that simplicity and 
godly sincerity which abhors the 
disguise of cunning, and _ prefer 
the interests of truth to the vanity 
of popular applause, the amiable. 
ness of his manners compelled 
the tribute of esteem and respect 
from those who had an utter aver. 
sion to his opinions. His talents, 
as a preacher, were great; his 
compositions were manly and ener 
getic, and aimed more at con. 
vincing the understanding than 
exciting the affections, His voice 
was sweet and musical, his clocu. 
tion forcible and correct, his 
manner dignified and impressive ; 
and he addressed his hearers with 
an earnestness, which arrested and 
secured their attention. For many 
years before his death, he had been 
led to question the commonly-ft- 
ceived opinions respecting the pet 
son of Christ; and, after an at. 
tentive and deliberate view of 
the subject, he became convinced 
of his proper humanity ; in other 
words, he became a Unitarian; 
and, regarding it as a truth 
sential to the progress of the 20% 
pel, he judged it an indispensable 
duty to assert this doctrine in the 
plainest. and most unequi 
terms. He accordingly prepared, 
and delivered from the pulpit * 
series of Discourses on the Pers" 
of Christ, and on the Holy Sp* 











The congregation were in general 
attached to a very diflerent system 
of belief (being probably, with 
their elder minister, what would 
now be called High Arians, and 
some, perhaps, believers in the 
doctrine of the 'Trinity,) yet few, 
comparatively, were offended with 
the freedom of his address, and by 
far the greater part esteemed him 
still more for the sincerity and 
magnapimity of his conduct. A 
few worthy members of the society 
requested Mr. Mottershead to re. 
monstrate with his son-in-law on 
his laying so much stress on spe. 
culative opinions, and on the 
probability of his thereby doing 
more harm than good. Mr. Sed- 
don entered into a close but 
friendly discussion with Mr. Mot- 
tershead, who returned with the 
frank and ingenuous acknowledg- 
ment, that he had not only not 
succeeded in convincing his son- 
inelaw of his error, but had been 
almost convinced by him that he 
was right. An instance of great 
candour and liberality at a very 
advanced age, 

For some years before his death, 
he was afflicted with a severe in- 
dispusition, which brought him 
to his grave Nov. 22,1769. When 
the hour of death approached, 
some narrow-minded zealots took 
an opportunity of being intro 
duced to him, with an expecta. 
tion that he would sink in the time 
of trial, and retract his former 
opinions. Perceiving the drift of 
their inquiries, he smiled with 
Conscious superiority, declared 
that the doctrines which=he had 
preached appeared to him with 
undiminished evidence, and ase 
sured them that he derived the 
most. powerful consolation from 
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having given them his public sup- 
port. : 

Soon after his death, the course 
of Sermons aboveementioned were 
put into the hands of several neigh- 
bouring ministers: but, whether 
from a dislike of the doctrine they 
inculeated, or from a fear of give 
ing offence, they declined having 
any concern in their publication. 
They were, however, much. read 
in manuscript, and contributed to 
promote an attention to the prot 
per Unitarian doctrine in’ the 
minds of many. About the-year 
1790, Dr. ‘Toulmin, being: on a 
visit to his son, then a minister at 
Chewbent, a large village twelve 
miles from Manchester, obtained 
a copy, and also of a course of 
Sermons on Self- Deception; both 
of which were published in 1793, 
in a 12mo. volume, at the expense 
of the London Unitarian Society, 
with a Memoir of the Auten te 
the Rev. R. Harrison; front’ which, 
and from Dr. Toulmin’s valuable 
Life of Mr. Bourn, most ‘of thé 
above particulars have been taken, 
They met with a very favourable 
reception, and have now been for 
several years out of print. | A now 
edition would probably be vony 
acceptable. if 

1734. , 
4. BENJAMIN PeILe. 

Settled for a short time at Kess 
wick ; afterwards removed to Hex~ 
bam, where he died in 1790, >A 
man of amiable manners, and 
great knowledge, particularly in 
natural history: a correct and 
elegant composer, but @ very ‘une 
popular preacher. ¥ 

17 35. 
5. ——~—— STREET. ‘ 
Settled at Macclesfield, ‘where: 
he died about 1767. 
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1736. 
6. James Dare. 

This amiable and learned man 
was miahy years minister at Lan- 
caster. Ile published, in 1744, 
a Sermon preached before the 
Provincial Meeting of Ministers 
af Manchester, under the title ot 
** St. Paul preaching Christ, de- 
signed to promote the Knowl dge 
and Practice of Religion.” He 
also preached and published Dr. 
Rotheram’s Funeral Sermon, 
which supplied many materials 
for the Memoir in the former 
number. ‘The date of his death 
Thisew not. Pisdaughter, bliza 
Daye, an Ingenious lady, has 
published a volume of pocms. 
Ove of her hymns, ¢* Pll bless 
Jehovah's awful name,” is in most 
collections. It is to be lamented 
that she is now, in the decline of 
life, in very straitencd circum. 
stances, 

7. Grorce BRAITHWAITE 

Settled at Ealand, near Tali. 
fax ; conformed, and was many 
yeurs curate at Rastrick in the 
same parish, 

8. Jonn Harpy, 

Son of the Rev. Thomas Hardy, 
of Horwich, near Bolton; s tthed 
at Bispham, removed to Risley, 
near Wairington, and dicd 1748. 

17 37. 
9. Bexgamin Sanprorn, 

Settled at Ormskirk, Lanca. 
shire, where he died about 1767. 

10. Ricnarp Mraytey, 

Settled at Namptwich, removed 
to Platt, near Manchester, and 
died about 1790, His son, the 

tev, Astley Meanley, is now mid 
nister ut Stannington, near Shefe 
field, 

Wt. ———— Jortir, 

Setukd at Rotterdim, 
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12. Josern Dawsov, 

Concerning this gentlenian ‘and 
his numerous fraternity of con. 
formists, see VPalmer’s Noncon 
fermists’ Memorial, under the ar. 
ticle of Morl Vs, m al Lieds, Wy 
Yorkshire, of which place their 
father was the worthy Hinister, 
Six of his sons, Abraham. Sanivel, 
Kh, Joseph, Thomas, and Benj. 
min, were all educated tor the 
ministry, at great expense to the 
funds possessed by the Dissenters 
for that purpose, and all (uitted 
the profession, © ‘Thomas (No, 45 
of this list) became a physician, 
and practised many years at Hack. 
ney. He continued among the 
Dissenters, (as did also a seventh 
son, Obadiah, a merehant in 
Leeds,) and very honourably pari 
back to the funds the money whieh 
hiseducation had cost. ‘The rest 
conlormed : but several of them 
have not been very dutilul sons of 
their adopted mother. Abiabam 
became rector of Ringsfield, Suf- 
folk: he published a valuable 
translation, by way of specimen, 
of the first eleven cbapters of Ge- 
nesis: in his notes on whieh he 
very ably attacks the doctrines of 
the trinity and of original sin, 
Whether Samuel bad any preter 
ment, [know not; but he kepta 
school, and is complimented by 
one of his pupils, the late Mr. 
Schclefield of Birmingham, (i 
the dedication of a Sermon preach 
edat Cockermouth, in 1709) * 
“Fone of the clergy of the et 
blishment, from whose exertiensé 
relormation in the church might 
be expected.” Eli was chaplain 
to a manot war; he pr ached the 
first Protestant sermon in Queves 
the extracts fromm whieh ibe 
Monthly Review for 1760; © 












tain aneulogy on the brave Gene. 
nd ral Wolfe, which exhibits the 


Me author’s talents for splendid pa. 
(Me negyric in @ Very favourable point 
af. of view. He afterwards got a 

M1 living in the West Indics, where 
Leis he died. Joseph, on leaving 
tet. Kendal, settled at Hull; and, 
uel, after his conformity, was made 
lija- vicar Of Paul near that town, 
the Benjamin (No. 46 of this  lisi) 
) the went trom Kendal to Glasgow, 
nlirs where, on taking the degree of 
ited M.A. he published and delended 
45 a thesis De Summo Bono. He 
‘han, settled for ashort time at Congle. 
ithe ton, from whence he remeved to 
ihe St. Thomas’s, in the Borough, 
nth and, on conforming, became 
yin rector of Burgh, in Suffolk, and 
pari! took the degree of LL. D. In 
hich 1761, he published anencellent 
rest sermon on the Religious Educa. 
hem tion of Childrens soon after, a 
8 of Family Prayer, in the pretace to 
ham Which he offers a very tree expla. 
suf. bation of the phiase through 
able Christ. In 1764, he preached 
nen, Lady Moyer’s Lecturesin Detence 
Ge. Of the ‘Trinity, and afterwards 
he published them under the title of 
s of “An Illustration ot the Logos ;” 
sin, inwhich, as the author says in 
ler. his preface, the ‘Trimty ts indeed 
pa defended “ in a manner periectly 
by NEW.” The book is, in tru.h, 
Mr. completely Unitarian, The Arian 
(in doctrine is very successfully ate 
che tacked ; and the texts usually al. 
a leged m favour of our Lord’s pre- 
tae Crisience are, perhaps, more sa- 
sa Usfactorily explained than in any 
ght other place. In the Appendix, 
ain he ably defends Bishop Law on 
the the question of an intermediate 
33) Slate, He afterwards took an ace 
ibe tive part in the cuntessional-con- 


Woversy against Rotheram, (of 
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Houghton le Spring,) Ruther. 


forth, and others, so as to obtain 
from Archdeacon Blackburne the 
character of * an incomparable 
writer?’ About 1780, he pub. 
lished a Dialogue on the Question 
of Liberty and Necessity, under 
the tithe of © The Necessitarian,” 
which scarcely admits of an ane 
swer, In the preface he almost 
goes out of his way to Censure the 
church for ber testrictive article 
on freeewill. Tle bas lately pub. 
lished a specimen of ah Luglish 


Dictionary upon a new plan, un. 


der the tule of Py vlepses Vhiloloe 
gie Angliane; & Work of great 
promise, which it 1s greatly to be 


wished that the author may live 
to pnish. Its Latin tithe, how. 


ever, has had the same eflect, as 


has Paley’s J/ora Pauline, of 
preventing many persons irom 
venturing to look into it, who 
would be much entertained and 
benefited by it. 
13. Joun BLACKBURNE, 

Settled at Ravenstonedale, West 
morelond, whence he removed to 
Southwark, and afterwards to 
Newbury. Ie was the editor of 
Mr. Ilayues’s ** Seripture Aceownt 


of the Attributes and VW orgbip of 
(rod, and of the Characten and 


Otlices of Jesus Clits,” printed 
in 1750, with a judicious preface, 
Perbaps some correspondent can 
furnish a more tull account of 
him. 
1738. 
14. Davin GRaMAM, 
Setded at ‘Lewaxsbury. 
15, LowakpD CRANE, 
Settled at Nomvch, 
16. Litus CoxDINGLeEY, 
Setued first at Whitworth, near 
Ruchdale; then at Doblane, nedr 
Manchester; and lastly at Hull, 
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where he was colleague with Mr, 
Dawson above mentioned, and 
died 1758. 

17. THomas Dixon. 

This most worthy and amiable 
man was the son of Dr. ‘Thomas 
Dixon; (who, or his father) had 
directed the academy at White. 
haven, in which Benson, Rother. 
am, received their education. 
However this may have been,) he 
succeeded Mr. Bourn at Boiton, 
in 1719, and «died about 1783. 
The son, after having passed 
through his academical studies, 
probably settled previously in 
some other place; but in 175! 
he succeeded Mr. Buck, his fa- 
ther’s Successor, at Bolton; and 
did in 1754, at the age of 33, 
non annts sed laude plenus, says 
the inscription on his monument 
in Bolton chapel. Ue was a dili. 
gent and impartial student of the 
Scriptures, and a fearless exposi- 
tor of what appeared to him to be 
their genuine sense. He observed 
the too much neglected practice 
of expounding the Scriptures in 
the course of his public services. 
The writer of these brief notices 
possesses the MS. copy of his 
Notes onthe N. T. in two 4to, 
volumes, of a not very intelligible 
short hand, Possessing so conge- 
nial aspirit, he was of course an 
intimate triend of his neighbour, 
Mr. Seddon, of Manchester; who, 
in the year 1766, published from 
his papers (with a spirited preface 
of his own) an excellent piece of 
Scripture criticism, entitled, “The 
Sovereignty of the Divine Admi- 
nistration vindicated, ora Rati- 
onal Account” (without the inter. 
vention of the Devil or of Demons) 
** of our blessed Saviour’s Temp- 
tation, of-the Possessed at Capere 





naum, and of the Demoniacs y 
Gadara.” — His account ef th 
temptation more nearly coincide 
with that of Mr. Cappe, or with 
Geron ia the late Nos, of the Re. 
pository, than with Mr. Farmer's, 
** whose tract, had Mr. Dixoy 
lived to sce it,” says the editor, 
‘might have rendered his own 
performance more pertect;” but 
he at the same time observes, (p, 
20. n.) ** that his frieud’s notion 
of an allegorical represeptauon of 
real temptations scems, however 
preferabie to‘an entirely visionary 
scene, more honouiable to our 
Lord himself, and more exem. 
plary to his followers.” 
18. Tatiock MatHER 
Suceceded Mr, Reynold Tete 
low, (one of the puyails of Mer. 
Frankland,) who died Dec, 4, 
1745. 
1739. 
19. George Buxton. 
Seitied at Buxton ; died about 
179—. 
20. JeREMIAd RUDSDELM, 
A gentleman of this name, pre 
bably a son of the above, pubs 
lished a spirited defence of the 
late Mr. Hextal, of Northampe 
ton, when attacked by  bigotied 
zealots. 
21. Jonn WICHE 
Joined ‘the General Baptists, 
whom he served as a minister a 
Maidstone. He was a zealous 
Unitarian, and was particularly 
noticed by Dr. Lardaer; from 
whose manuscript he published, 
about the year 1790, Four Dis- 
courses on the several Scheme 
(Athanasian, Arian, and Nasée 
rean or Unitarian) respecting 
Person of Christ. 
22. = STACY, 
Settled at Deptford. 




















93. SMITH, 

Settled at Selby, where his son 

is now minister. 
1740. 
24, Joun HOLLAND, 

Born about 1720, at Mob- 
berley, near Knutsford, in Che- 
shire, where his father resided on 
his own estate, highly esteemed 
and respected by all who knew 
him. He received his grammar 
learning from Mr, Isaac Antro- 
bus, an eminent schoolmaster at 
Knutsford, under whom he was 
thoroughly grounded in the La- 
tin and Greek languages, and 
laid the foundation of that purity 
and elegance of English style for 
which his Sermons, particularly 
those on Intemperance, are so 
remarkable. After passing through 
his academical studies at Kendal, 
he removed to Glasgow, where 
he greatly distinguished himself. 
On his return from Scotland, he 
was not hasty to settle with any 
particular congregation; but, 
through the indulgence of his fa- 
ther, he was enabled still further 
to prosecute his studies at home, 
with @ constant view to the more 
creditable and useful exercise, at 
a later period, of the Christian 
ministry ; at the same time, rea- 
dily accepting occasional engage- 
ments for the accommodation of 
neighbouring ministers or congre- 
gations, ‘he longest of these 
was at the High Pavement, Note 
Ungham, as assistant to Dr. Sa- 
muel Baton. Dr. Benson was 
very ‘desirous to have prevailed 
with'him to settle in London. At 
length, however, in 1751, heac- 
cepted an invitation from the 
Congregation at Chewbent, near 

lion, Lan¢ashire, But, just 


(Te be continued.) 
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before his removal thither, he 
was carried off by a violent fever, 
in the 31st year of his age. In 
compliance with the wishes of the 
younger part of the Nottingham 
congregation, he had published, 
the year before his death, Two 
Sermons on the Folly and Guilt 
of Intemperance, in which he may 
fairly be said to have exhausted 
every argument which can be 
drawn cither from reason or reve- 
lation against that debasing vice, 
That part of the second sermon, 
in which he traces the intempe- 
rate man through every relation 
of domestic and social life, and 
shows how unfit he renders him. 
self for every one of them, is pare 
ticularly striking. After his 
death, at the earnest request of 
numerous friends, the family were 
induced to publish two volumes 
of his Sermons and Prayers, both 
of which he always made a prac. 
tice of preparing and committing 
to writing with equal study and 
care. ‘They met with a very fa- 
vourable reception, and have 
long been out of print. Several 
of them have been reprinted in 
various selections, particularly in 
the ** Protestant System,” and in 
the ‘* English Preacher.” Next 
to the general praise of excellent 
sense expressed in elegant lane. 
guage, the Sermons of Mr, Hol. 
land are particularly remarkable 
for the skill with which their aue 
thor has interwoven, and as it 
were amalgamated, the finest 
passages of the best Greek and 
Romah writers, with his own 
compositions; instances of which 
may be found in almost every 
sermon, but particularly in those 
on Friendship and Old Age. 
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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF SERVETUS, IN LETTERS YO THE Rty, 
JEDEDIAH MORSE, D. D.—LETTIER V. 


—_———E 


Dic. 15, 1807. many respects, then I shall may, 
Rev. and respected Sir, shall a host of passages to cop, 
At length Servetus resolved to vince even a modern unbeliever, 
ublish a book, by which he flate that he was a man of singular tg. 
tered himself to restore the gospel lents, deserving, humanly speak. 
doctrine to its ancient pulity and ing, a better tate. Now, I wis 
lustre. Though there is no ground to point out alone Q few passages 
to suspect lim of any sinister to your attention, which muy 
views in this design, we say not have irritated Calvin; so that, 
too much, that, alas! he had Sir, it is not my fault when Iam 
raised with his own hand the unable to exculpate entircly that 
stake, at which, ere long, he great reformer. I scorn to gloss 
should be burned, by the same over what does not admit a jusi. 
ardent, ungovernable zeal by fication; while Calvin and Bees, 
which he seeined actuated. Chamier, Sellasius, and the pious 
He delivered bis MS, to Bal. Bishop Hall, with others of his 
thasar Arn Iict, a buokseller, at apologists, would have spumed 
Vienne, 1552: and the book was the pitiful palliatives of transac. 
published, at his own expense, tions in which they gloried. 
1553,in 8vo. and generallyknown — 1. When Servetus speaks in bis 
under the title of Restitutzo Chris. treatise de T'rinitatis Erroribus, 
tranisma.” = ‘Though thousands of of the scholastic opinions of thi 
copies were printed, few, if any, tenet, he concludes, “ there aie 
are remaining, as most of them neither in the Talmud or Alco 
were burned at Vienne and Frank- ran so horrible blasphemies: ve 
fort; in the latter place at Cal. are, thus far, so accustomed to 
vin’s earnest entreatics.t hear these, that we do not longer 
‘This book was the tocsin for his wonder at them, but future gem: 
death. it was bound to the side rations shall be stupitied at It 
of Servetus when he suffered. They are indeed stupifying mor 
When I shall once exert myself than diabolical inventions wi 
to delineate the high merits of which the Valentinians have beet 
Servetus, i various branches of loaded by Irenzus: from these 
literature not only, buteven with monsters deliver us, the Lord J 
regard to our holy religion, how C, our Saviour and deliver 
grossly he may have erred in Amen.’’f 


* 1 shall give thé whole title of this famous book in my last letter. Ii# 
large by Mosheim, § lxxix. f. 

¢ Calvin's Lett. and An. N. 135. p. a90. He wrote to the ministers at Frist 
fort, when Servetus had avowed, 17 Art. that ais printer did send a pw 
copies to that city. Mosheim gives us a pretty accurate account of this book, P 
342. and Bockius Hist Antutrin. P. ii. ¢. ii. p. 358. 

$ Nec in Taimud nee in Alcorano sunt tam horrend2 blasphemiz: hat» 
hactenus audire ita sumus assucti, ut nihil miremur futur2 vero generat _ 

ha. judicabunt. Stupenda sunt vere et pius quam demonum invents, # 

alentinvanis tribuit Irengus, Ab his igitur portentis liberet nos Domiaws } 

Salvator et liberato: noster, Amen, 

















LY, 


Mar. 
CON. 
ver, 
I la: 
ak. 
Wish 
SACS 
must 
that, 
| am 
that 
gloss 
}USLie 
Beza, 
plows 
f his 
irned 
nsac- 


in his 
rtbus, 
this 
e are 
Alco 
i: we 
ed to 
onge! 
gre 
at i. 
more 
wild 
, been 
these 
ord J. 


ketch of the Life of Servetus.— Letter 5. 


9. The beginning of the 6th 
and 7th book, in the manner of a 
dialogue between Peter and Mi- 
chael, runs thus: ** If Christ, 
now appearing again, declared 
hinself God’s Son, our ¢sophists 
would again crucify him. It ts 
one thing—one Christ—one be- 
ing—one Son: their supposed 
supposttitium is the sophi-tic idi- 
omand aninvisible illusion. Their 
salvation is an illusion, an illusi- 
onthe death of that invisible be. 
ing. The sophisms of the idioma 
taare sacrilegious, by which an 
angel is said to die within the hide 
of an ass, and the Holy Ghost 
to die na mule.’?”* 

3. Scervetus thus concludes his 
treatise on the signs of the anti- 
christ: ** Whoever truly believes 
that the pope is the antichrist, 
does also believe truly that the 
papistic trinity, infant baptism, 
and other sacraments of popery, 
are diabolical doctrines.?’+¢ 

It is said that as soon as Calvin 
received this book from Servetus, 
he sent his letters to Vienne, with 
tuch heavy criminations against 
him, that Servetus was thrown 
into prison in that city. If you 
consult Chapelle,t then Calvin 
must be cleared of this imputation. 
Calvin§ denies it, viz. that he did 
it himse/f ; but, if we give credit 
to La Roche and Mosheim and 
Bockius ; if we compare recorded 
facts with Calvin’s own words ; 





then the fact seems to admit no 
doubt. 

It is true, Calvin denies it, and 
calls it a calumny, but adds, 
* that, ifit with truth could be ob- 
jected, he should have no reasons 
to deny it; as who would not dis- 
simulate, that through him (me 
auctore) it was brought forward, 
that he was taken at Geneva, and 
brought to justice.”|| It may be 
true, that Calvin did not send the 
letters of Servetus to Vienne, before 
the magistrate of that city re- 
quired them, but then it seems 
incentestabie, that the magistrate 
had be/ure been warned to beware 
of Servetus. When you will take 
the trouble to compare Moshetm’s 
proofs with La Chapelle’s asser. 
tions, you will not question if 
Chapelle’s good intentions to ex. 
culpate his tutelar saint were not 
stronger than his arguments; and 
his candour would have compelled 
him to give up his cause, had he 
seen the statement of this case by 
Bockius. 

It is true, that Calvin left no. 
thing untried to make Servetus 
every where suspected odious, Af- 
ter Servetus hau left Basil, Calvin 
wrote directly to the ministers, 
at Frankfort on the Main, ** that 
Servetus fled from Germany, and 
skulked in France under a tictie 
thous name.’’ 

It was long time unknown in 
France, that Villanovanus and 


* SiChristus hodie veniens iterum predicaret se esse filium Dei, iterum sophistxe 
festri cum crucifigerent. Res una est, Christus unus, ens unum, filius unus, Ip. 
rum Suppositum supposititium est idioma sophisticum et invisibilis illusio. Pra- 
Pig@osa est corum salus, et prastigiosa mors.illius invisibilis rei,  Sacr:'ega sunt 
— itum sophismata per qu dicitur angelus intra pellem asinimori, et Sp. S. in 


oN Quisquis vere credit papam esse.antichristum, vere quoque credit nec 


{Boia Rais. tom, i, 


pado-baptismum, et alia papatus sacramenta c-s¢ doctrinas 
i Refut. error. Servet, p. 695. 


luohum., 


Ep. ad Sulcerum, 9th Sept, in Ep. Calviniy n, 1565. P+ 294. 
VOL, ¢, Qu 
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330 Sketch of the Life of Servetus.—Letter 5. 


Servetus were the same man, until 
Calvin and his colleague Pepin 
acquainted the Helvetians with 
the tact, and warned them to be 
upon their guard. 

Calvin’s assertion, ** that he 
did not cause Servetus’s appre- 
hension at Vienne,” may, never. 
theless, be literally true, and ea. 
sily reconciles with the other, to 
all appearance, fully authenti- 
cated facts, 

One William Trie, a convert of 
the Romish church from Lyons, 
residing at Vienne, denounced the 
author of the book Restitutio 
Christianismt to a Catholic friend 
at Lyons, and insinuated his sur. 
prise how such a monster as its 
author was suffered in France, in 
Vienne. Did Wilham Trie write 
from his own mind, or did he so 
at the instigation of Calvin? This 
isthe clew. Though it cannot 
be decided with a mathematical 
certainty, La Roche, Mosheim and 
Bock, were induced, by the weight 
of moral evidence, to believe that 
Calvin was the secret mover who 
set this spring in motion ; and the 
candid, judicious Venema does 
not disapprove their conclusion. 
In what court of justice would it 
be deemed defective? 

The declarations of the magis. 
trate of Vienne to the syndics of 
Geneva, ‘* that Servetus had been 
apprehended there upon the accu. 
sation of the first minister at Ge. 
neva ;"’—the words of the sentence 
against Servetus, in which are 
mentioned his letters to Calvin, 
which he had owned ;—Servetus’s 
complaint before the senate of 
Geneva against Calvin’s persecu. 
tion, ** that it had not been his 
fault thathe had not been burnt 
alive,’? without any reply of 


Calvin ;— strengthen the same coy. 
clusion. 

Trie’s associate at Lyons com. 
municated this discovery to the 
office of the Inquisition, through 
which it soon was brought to the 
notice of the archbishop of Vien. 
ne. ‘This prelate was vigilant to 
remove this threatening danger 
from his numerous flock, and 
soon it was concluded that the au. 
thor of this book was an abomina 
ble heretic. But who was its 
author? was it their renowned 
physician Villanovanus, so high 
in javour with the archbishop? 
Was he the identical Servetus? 

Consider, Sir, that by his suc. 
cessful practice, extensive learn. 
ing, affable manners, and_ other 
uncommon qualities of the mind, 
he was notonly highly respected by 
the archbishop Palmerius, butby 
the principal regular, as well a 
secular men, in that city. Prue 
dence was thus a high requisite 
in this delicate affair. William 
‘Trie obtained some of Servetus’s 
original letters trom Calvin, which 
he soon dispatched. Thus did 
John Calvin not send them: but 
might it not be deemed a common 
cause of Christendom to extirpate 
such impious errors at the root? 
But then the Papists would have 
obtained a glaring proof from 
Calvin’s own hand, that the s® 
crifice of an herctic was no Ul 
pleasant sight to a Protestant. 

From these letters, moreovely 
were obtained stronger evidences 
against Villanovanus than from bis 
own book. The natural com 
quence was, Servetus was detec 
and taken intu custody in the moa 
ot June, 

Nothing evinces better the high 
esteem in which Servetus 
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held in that city, than the manner 
and circumstances of his confine- 
ment in a case of heresy in a po- 
pish country. 

He was treated in every respect 
with humanity, even with polite. 
ness. He was not closely con- 
fined ; might see whom he wished ; 
and had the use of his own ser- 
vant. Balth. Arnollet, who laid 
all the blame upon the corrector 
of his press, Guerroult, who had 
absconded, obtained ere lung his 
liberty. 

The archbishop, who before 
had heard of Servetus at Paris, was, 
as we have seen, Sir, the princi. 
pal patron of Servetus ; and the 
protection and friendship of a 
man so high in station, bad pro. 
cured him that of many others. 

He preserved, when in custody, 
a golden chain round his neck— 
an ornament, at that period, of 
men in eminence only ; six golden 
rings on his fingers, besides a 
purse well stuffed with gold: from 
all this arises a strong presump- 
tion, that all this was connived at, 
with a view to facilitate his escape. 
De la Court, vice-bailiff and judge 
of Dauphiné, was a well-wisher 
to Servetus, and the archbishop 
cannot be presumed to have de. 
sired his ruin. 

Twice he was examined the 
next day alter his imprisonment, 
and the following day again ; 
when he, though not without re- 
luctance, acknowledged the let- 
ters written by him to Calvin. 

Servetus having requested the 


keys of the garden-door from the 
gaoler, to take a walk, escaped 
the third day of his confinement. 
He was then publicly proclaimed, 
by edictal citation, ad valvas cu. 
rv; and, when he did not appear 
at the appointed day, condemned, 
the 17th of June, by the magis- 
trate of Vienne, in the presence of 
the primary counsellors at law, 
as convicted of the crimes of 
which he had been indicted ; * to 
pay a fine of a thousand pounds 
to the king; and, when taken, 
to be conducted in a cart to the 
place of execution, and burned 
alive. In the mean while, his 
picture and books were condemned 
to the flames, and all his real and 
personal estate confiscated, after 
the deduction of the fiscal exe 
penses,’”* 

Servetus had conveyed a con- 
siderable number of copies to Pe« 
ter Martin, at Lyons, 18th Jan, 
1553; which, upon the requisie 
tion of the magistrate of Vienne, 
were, in five bales, transported to 
that city, and burned with a slow 
fire, together with the effigy of 
Servetus, 

It is an unquestionable proof of 
Servetus’ opulence, that, after 
the fine was paid to the king, to. 
gether with the fiscal expenses, 
such a valuable property remains 
ed, that a French nobleman, de 
Macegeron, considered it worthy 
to ask it as a boon of royal muni. 
ficence for his son. 

lam, &c. 


CANDIDUS, 


* Bibl, Angl. tom, ii, p. 103, Mosheim, § xxiv. Bockius, tom, ii, cap, 2 
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 





INDIAN SPEECH, 1802, 


——_——ee—— 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Nov. 21, 1809. 
SIR, 

As you have, at various times, 
given the public in'your valuable 
Repository, accounts of the pro- 
gress of the Indians in civilization, 
I presume a specimen of the abi- 
lities displayed by an orator, a 
few years since, may not be unin. 
teresting; especially when we 
consider, that they have no ex. 
ternal aids in acquiring the art by 
means of schools, books or write 
ings, 

Indians being generally called 
savages, conveys the idea that 
they neither possess the virtues or 
acquirements of white civilized 
people; and many areled to con. 
sider them as deficient in the qua- 
lities requisite for these attain. 
ments. Perhaps this view of them 
is erroneous: their having no 
written language among them is a 
great bar to the cultivation of 
their minds, and in conveying to 
posterity any improvements in the 
arts, &c. From what I have 
iearned of the Indian character in 
the United States of America. | 
find much reason to admire the 
virtues they possess, and the ac- 
quirements they indiy idually make, 
Logan’s speech has for many years 
been highly extolled, The fol. 
lowing one of Red Jacket’s, the 
best orator among the Six Nations, 
though more argumentative, seems 
worthy of being rescued from the 
ablivion to which itis liable, from 


being inserted only in a daily 
newspaper. ‘The events that oc. 
casioned this speech are as fol. 
lows. In July, 1802, an Indian 
of the Seneca nation, named 
George, killed a white man, Joha 
Hewitt, near Buffaloe, in the state 
of New York; for which he was 
taken up and lodged in the nearest 
gaol of the United States, to take 
his trialk When the sheriff of 
Ontario county, in which the 
crime was committe|, went to 
take him, the Indians would not 
consent that he should be fettered, 
and agreed with the sheriff, that, 
if he must have him, they would 
be answerable for conveying him 
to Canadarqua, the county gaol. 
The promise of an Indian chiet 
may be relied on; some of the 
principal sachems and chiefs con 
ducted him to the gaol, armed 
with tomahawks and rifles. When 
arrived there, they manifested 
great objection to his being 1m- 
prisoned, and promised to bring 
him on the day of trial, for Indi 
ans dread confinement; but this 
could not be granted. The tole 
lowing circumstances of the mute 
der I state from the evidence given 
on the trial; and as this was from 
active parties in the scene, they 
had powerful temptations to Tee 
present in an unfavourable light 
every part of the Indian’s conduct. 
From this evidence it appeared, 
that while two or three men were 
lying careless and without susp! 

















sion on the ground, George passed 
chem twice without doing or at- 
tempting any harm. Onapproach- 
ing them the third time, while at 
a considerable distance, he drew 
a knife: upon seeing this they 
rose up to disarm him, upon which 
he ran away from them; while 
on the retreat he was wounded by 
abrick thrown at him by one of 
the witnesses, and received two 
strokes of a club from another. 
Upon this he turned upon them, 
who were really the assailants, and 
wounded one of the witnesses. A 
fresh pursuit then took place, when 
the deceased joined them, and in 
securing the Indian, John Hewitt 
was killed. 

Upon bringing George to the 
gaol at Canadarqua, about 380 
miles from the city of New York, 
the chiefs who accompanied him 
applied to the late superintendant 
of {udian affairs, Gen, Chapin, re- 
siding in the town, for redress, 
who informed them that he had 
ho power, another having been 
very recently appointed, and as 
be did not live there, advised them 
lo speak to the judges of the 
county court. ‘To this they as- 
sented ; and in about three hours 
alter arriving in the town, — the 
Nidges and many of the habitants 
assembled in the court-house, 
When Red Jacket made the fol- 
lowing speech. — It is the custom 
with the fudian chiefs to furnish 
their most able speaker with their 
¥ntiments, who clothes and ar- 
Fanges them in the best manner 
he is able, 


Indian Speech. 333 


Brothers, 


Open your ears and give your atten- 
tion! ‘This day is appointed by the 
Great Spirit to meet our friends at this 

lace. During the many years that we 
wen lived together in this country, 
good will and hurmony have subsisted 
among us. 

Brothers, we have now come forward 
upon ap unhappy occasion: we cannot 
find words to express our feelings upon 
it. One of our people has murdered one 
of your people. So it has been ordered by 
the Great Spirit who controls all events, 
This has been done : we cannot now help 
it. At first view, it would seem to 
have the effect of putting an end to our 
friend-hip; but let us reflect and put 
our minds together. Can't we point 
out measures whereby our peace and 
harmony may still be preserved? We 
have come forward to this place, where 
we have always had a superintendant 
and friend to receive us, and to make 
known to him such grievances as lay 
upon our minds; but now we have 
none: and we have no guardian—no pro 
tector—no one is now authorised to ree 
ceive us * 

Brothers, we, therefore, now call up- 
on you to take our speech in writing, 
and forward our ideas to the president 
of the United States. 

Brothers, let us look back to our 
former situation. While you were une 
der the government ‘of Great Britain, 
Sir William Johnston was opr superine 
tendant appointed by the king. He had 
power to settle offences of this kind 
among all the Indian nations, without 
adverting to the laws. But under the 
British government you were uneasy: 
you wanted to change it for a better. 
General Washington went forward as 
your leader. From his exertions you 
gained your independence Immedi- 
ately afterwards a treaty was made bee 
tween the United States and the Six 
Nations, whereby a method was pointed 
out of redressing such an accideng as the 

resent. Several such accidents did 
meee wherein we weve the sufferers, 
We now claim the same privilege in 


. Referring to the late removal of the superintendant, which they knew not 


Ore artiving in the town. 


+ suppose he refers to the 7th article of the Treaty, made with them 11th 


nT 


*V. 1794, which is as follows. ‘ Lest the firm friendship now established 
¢ ould be interrupted by the misconduct of individuals, the United States and the 
'* Nations agree, that, for injuries done by individuals on cither side, no private 
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334 Indian 


making restitution to you, that you 
adopted towards us in a similar situation. 

Brothers, at the clo:e of our Treaty 

at Philadelphia, General Washington 
told us that we had formed a chain of 
friendship which was bright; he hoped 
it would continue so on our part; that 
the United States would be equally will- 
ing to brighten it if rusted by any means, 
A number of murders have been com- 
mitted on our people. We shall only 
mention the last of them. About two 
years ago, afew of our warriors were 
amusing themselves in the woods to the 
westward of Fort Pitt; two white men, 
coolly and deliberately, took their rifles, 
travelled nearly three miles to our en- 
campment, fired upon the Indians, killed 
two men and wounded two children. 
We then were the party injured. What 
did wedo? We flew to the treaty, and 
thereby obtained redress. perfectly sa- 
tisfactory to us, and we hope agreeable 
to you. This was done a short time be- 
fore President Adams went out of office : 
complete peace and harmony was re- 
stored. We now want the same me- 
thod of redress to be pursued. 

Brothers, how did the present acci- 
dent take place?) Did our warriors go 
from home cool and sober, and commit 
murder on you? No, Our brother was 
an liquor, and a quarrel ensued, in which 
the unhappy accident happened. We 
would not excuse him on account of his 
being in liquor ; but such a thing was 
far from his intention in his sober mo- 
ments. Weare all extremely grieved at 
it, and are willing to come forward 
aod have it settled, as crimes of the same 
mature have been heretofore done.* 

Brothers, since this accident has taken 

ce we have been informed, that, by 
the laws of this state, if a murder is 
committed within it, the murderer must 
be tried by the laws of the state, and 
punished with death. 


revenge or retaliation shall take place ; 
made by the party injured to the other: by the Six Nations or any of them 
president of the United States, or the superintendant by him appointed ; and ¥ 
the superintendant or other person appointed by the president, to the princi 
chiefs of the Six Nations, or of the nation to which the offender bel ; 
such prudent measures shall then be pursued as shall be necessary to pi 
peace unbroken ; uatil the Legislature or Great Couucil of the United State r 
make other equitable provision for the purpose.” United States’ Laws © 


Pp 44. 


said to be boughs for 10¢0 dollars, 


* By the murderer paying the relations of the deceased, a sum mutual 1 
n for the loss of the murdered. Ig 1787, the life of the murderer of @ 
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Brothers, When were such 
plained to us? Did we ae 
treaty with the state of New York, ai 
agree to conform to its laws? No, We 
are independent of the state of New 
York. It was the will of the Great Spi. 
rit to create us different in colour, W; 
have different laws, habits and custom 
fram the white people. We will never 
consent that the government of this sta 
shalltry our brother. We appeal tothe’ 
government of the United States, 

Brothers, under the customs and h» 
bits of our forefathers, we were happy 
people : we had laws of our own; they 
were dear to us. The whites cam 
among us and introduced their customs: 
they introduced liquor among us, which 
our forefathers always told us would 
prove our ruin. 

Brothers, in consequence of the intro 
duction of liquor among us, numbers of 
our people have been killed. A council 
was held to consider of a remedy, # 
which it was agreed by us, that no pri- 
vate revenge should take place for ay 
such murder ; that it was decreed by th 
Great Spirit; and that a council should 
be called to consider of redress to the 
friends of the deceased. 

Brothers, the president of the United 
States is called a great man, posscssiog 
great power. He may do what lx 
pleases. He may turn men out of office 
men who held their offices long before 

he held his. If he can do these things 
can he not even control the Jaws of ths 
state? Can he not appoint # commir 
sioner to come forward to our Count), 
and settle the present difference, a5 ¥% 
on our part, have heretofore done to hia, 
upon a similar occasion ? 

We now call upon you, brothers, * 
represent these things to the preside’ 
and we trust that he will not reluseo# 
request, of sending a commissioner to 
with powers to settle the preseat 
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ences. The consequences of a refusal 
may be serious. Weare determined that 
our brother shall not be tried by the 
laws of the state of New York. Their 
jaws make no difference between a crime 
committed in liquor, and one committed 
coolly and deliberately. Our Jaws are 
different, as we have before stated. If 
tried here. our brother must be hanged. 
We cannot submit to that. Has a mur- 
der been committed on our people, when 
jt was punished with death ? 

Broihers, we cannot conclude with- 
out again urging you to make known 
all these our sentiments to the president. 





I much regretted not hearing 
this speech delivered, for I arrived 
at Canadarqua two days too late. 
A gentleman who was present at 
the delivery of it, informed me, 
that, after it was written, Red 
Jacket desired to have it read over 
w him, who understands English, 
although he delivered it in the 
Indian language, which being 
done, he expressed his approba- 
tion by saying, that the Great 
Spirit must have guided the wri- 
ter’s hand, for it was perfectly 
correct. George was related to 
some of the chicts, and was much 
beloved by his nation: his situa- 
tion excited an uncommon inte- 
rest and solicitude in the sachems 
and warriors. Several of them 


— 


On Passages in Dr. Priestley’s Letters. 


attended his trial, on Feb. 23, 
1803, and behaved with great de. 
corum, when Red Jacket address. 
ed the jury at some length: he 
particularly dwelt on the hard- 
ships of making an unlettered sa. 
vage amenable to laws, of which, 
from his habits and want of edu. 
cation, he must ever remain ige 
norant. The Indian was found 
guilty of the murder, but both 
the judge and the grand jury made 
a report to the governor of New 
York in favour of the prisoner, 
who laid it before the legislature, 
recommending his pardon. The 
legislature, on 12th March, 1808, 
passed an act to pardon him: the 
conditions were, that he was to 
continue in gaol till the chiefs and 
sachems of the Seneca nation had 
given satisfactory assurances to 
the judges of the court of Common 
Pheas, that George should imme. 
diately be sent out of the state of 
New York, and never more to ree 
turn within it; and that George 
should fulfil and conform to such 
assurances of the said chiefs and 
sachems, 
I remain, 
Yours, 


JOSHUA BROOKES, 





ON PASSAGES IN DR. PRIESTLEY’S LETTERS TO A PHILOSOPHICAL 
UNBELIEVER. 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


SiR, 

Reading lately Dr. Priestley’s 

tters to a Philosophical Un- 

liever,”? with a view to confirm 
my faith in Christianity, by the 
arguments of that admirable wri. 
ter; and having been satisfied in 
t € first Series of letters with the 
fvidence produced for the being 
of a God, the Author and Gover. 


“or of the universe, 1 was somes 


what surprised with the first part 
of the following passage, which 
implies, though it docs not ex. 
pressly affirm, the eternity of the 
world, ** Whether this Being” 
(viz. God) ‘* established the prde 
sent order of nature from eternity, 
so that it be cocval with himself, 
or this part of the system had a 
beginning from an exertion of 
power independent of any thing 
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that preceded it, it must be in 
itself possible that the same Being 
may exert a similar power when- 
ever he pleases.” 

If, Sir, the material world be 
coeval with God, 1 am unable to 
understand howit could have had 
an author, or have been, pro. 
perly speaking, a creation; tor 
whatever has been crcatcd, there 
must have been a time «when it 
did notesist: or, how could God 
‘establish te present order of ua. 
ture from eternity,” since that 
which is eternal could not have 
been established or caused. May 
we not as well say, the eternal 
universe created God? since, ac- 
cording to this notion, — there 
could have been no priority of 
existence. If Dr. P. adits tne 
eternity of the universe, it ap. 
pears, as faras Lam able to jucge, 
to weaken, if net to undermine, 
all his arguments in the former 
part of these letters, to prove the 
necessity of a pret cause. And if 
the universe be eternal, with all 
its order and fitness, and, conse. 
quently, its general laws; what 
mecessity can there be for a gover. 
nor of the world? 

{ wish to know, if the opinion 
of the eternity of the universe be 
held by philosophical Christians 
in general, 

in part ii. letter i, p. 2. he 
says, “* For as to the opinion of 
an wamatcrial soul, distinct trom 
the body, which makes its escape 
at death, we are both agreed, that 
ho appeaiance im nature favours 
the supposition.” I doubt, Sir, 
if it be quite philosophical to rea- 
son analogically from the material 
to the immaterial world; yet, as 
it has been frequently done by the 
ingenious Dr, Priestley, and many 
other celebrated writers, | beg 
leave to advance an argument 
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from an appearance in natur, 

bearing some analogy to the sept. 

rate existence of the soul, I mea 

the fragrance or efiluvia of flowers, 

which is continually flying of 

from the plant, and dispersing it 

self in the air. And even when 

the flower dies, these subtile par. 

ticles exist In a separate state in 
the atmosphere. ‘There are sub. 
stances existing !n nature, of which 
we cannot doubt, though it be 
linpossible to recognise them by 
any of our senses; such as mag- 
ictism, electricity, &c. &c. But 
of these I make no account, aswe 
do not know that the effects exist 
after the primary cause Is de 
siroyed, But the particles of 
musk are so exceedingly diflusive, 
that we know a single gram will 
continue to waste itself without 
any visible diminution of its suze 
or odour, for many years alter 
the animal is dead. ‘The doctnne 
of the separate existence of the 
soul, is not only very poetical, 
but most agreeable to human nae 
ture, which dwells with pleasure 
on the idea of the present bliss of 
lust triends. It 1s a notion of 
great antiquity, since the heathen 
philosophers enjoyed some hope 
(though grounded only on analo- 
gy, or springing from natural de. 
sire) of a future state lo the hue 
man soul, yet they bad no idea 
of a resurrection of the body. 

Metempsychosis appears to have 
been a perversion of the foregoing 
doctrine, and was an opinion very 
generally received by the vulgat 
amongst the Jews, and conse 
quently by the first converts 
Christianity. 

Wishing the universality of that 
liberal spirit which renders ' 
Monthly Repository so justly “ 
lebrated, I am, &c. &e. 

A New Supscnisi® 
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accion oF ** THE LETTERS TO THE PRELATES,” 


— em 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Leb. 28, IS1O, 
SIR, 


Tn the Memoir, which appeared 


in the Supplement to the Month ly 
Repository, of the late _ tbe. 
nerer Radcliffe, it is’ mentioned, 


ihat he was eonerally c meee - as 
the author of ** The Letters to the 
Prelates,” though it ts confessed 






‘\ 


the production of the Rev. John 
Palmer, who formerly, I believe, 
preached in Broad Street. My 
friend cannot recollect the source 
from ‘vhence he derived his infore 
mation, but he is convinced that 
at the time he noted it down he 
had good reason to believe it cor. 
rect. ‘This Mr. Palmer was, I 


thathe never acknowledged himself have understood, a man of first. 


as the author. ‘That the case 
may be so, I by no means dis. 
pute; but as it seems only a 
conjecture, [I beg to say, that 
Il have lately borrowed these let. 
ters from a clergyman of my ac. 
guaintance, who has been accuse 
tomed to note in his books any 
memoranda of importance, and 
the names of authors of anonymous 
publications. In his book he has 
recorded, that these letters were 


rate talents:—perhaps some of 
your readers could communicate 
some particulars to you about 
him, which might be acceptable 
to those who sce the Repository, 
and have a tendency to fix with 
precision which conjecture is core 
rect, relative to the author of the 
above Letters. 
Yours, 


H. H. 





ZEAL IN THE CAUSE OF RELIGIOUS TRUTH! 
A Discourse delivered at the opening of the Winter Evening Lees» 
tures, of the First Unitarian Society in Philadelphia, 5th of Nov. 


18c9, by R. Eppowes. 


— 


Gal. iv. 18. Jt is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, 
[ Concluded from page 300. | 


To justify the pains we take, 
and satisfactorily to apoli gise for 
the singularity of our situation, 
we need only appeal to the com- 
mon judyment of mankind, whe 
ther religion be not a matter of the 
ulmost importance;—whether it 
be not that good thing about which 
it becomes us to be most zez lously 
affeeted s—and whether the dic. 
tates of conscience with respect 
bo it Ougut not to be faithfully 
Obeyed. Of its importance none 
\ ny afiect to doubt. Even the 
sober and sensible unbelhever will 

VOL, v, 2 


allow, that if the being of a God 
and « future state were universally 
denied, it would be a dissolution 
of all the bonds of civil society 
and an inlet to general anarchy 
and confusion. With respect to 
Christianity, allowing that such 
a person as Jesus of Nazareth exe 
isted, (and if any one deny this, 
he ought, jor the sake of consiste 
ency, to renounce at the same 
time all historical faith, and to 
believe nothing: but upon the evie 
dence of his senses,) it must also 
be granted that his character was 
x 
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the most spotless and his precepts 
the most pure of any person w ho 
ever assumed the office of ateach- 
er; and that his laws, if univer- 
sally obeyed, would establish 
peace, good-will and happiness 
among mankind. This ts an ho- 
mage ‘which infidelity, however 
reluctantly, is obliged to pay to 
our holy religion and its author. 
Again—the man who fecls totally 
indifferent to all religion, who 
never engages in any of its duties, 
nor ever gave bimself the troutle 
to inquire whether it be true or 
false, will yet tell you that he 
does net propose Azs conduct as a 
pattern for others, and that those 
who have icisure or inclination for 
these things iL do very right in 
attending to them. Moreover, 
the ignorant and superstitious, 
these who decry human reason 
and human nature, and makea 
compliment of their understand- 
lugs to creeds settled by church 
authority ; they also who experi. 
ence little or nothing of the p/ea- 
sures of religion, and though they 
have their faces set Zion-wards 
gre continually weeping as they 
go ;—yet these cling to their faith, 
such as it is, and would risk 
every thing dear to them sooner 
than part with it. With the un. 
believing and the indifferent we 
hope none will do us the injustice 
to class us. But if, more than 
this, we canshow that oursespect 
for, and attachment to, the reli- 
gron.of Christ has a much stronger 
aad more solid foundation than 
that even of many who would be 
thought its firmest friends, we may 
be at least excused for discovering 
rt ina way somewhat uncommon 
end different from theirs. Not 
onty, then, do wa give fulleredit 
to al that is recorded of Jesus 
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Christ in the authentic 2 
history ; no ’ 

the deepest convictions as to th 
importance of Christianity toerer, 
interest that should be dear t 
mankind, either as individuals o 

members of society ;—but we bk. 
lieve that there are noue of its 
doctrines inconsistent with the 
purest and most enlightened dic. 
tates of reason. J udge thea, my 
friends, which of the two is likely 
to have the most powerful iafy. 
ence on the heart and on the cone 
duct: that religion which takes 
In reason to its aid, which appeals 
to its decisions in proof of adi. 
vine origin, and calls upon it to 
employ itself upon subjects the 
most sublime and interesting ; or 
that which discards, disowns and 
vilifics reason, which insists that 
the eyes of the understanding shall 
be shut, and an implicit assent be 
given to positions utterly contre. 
dictory and impossible, which, ia 
short, commits the solecism of 
employing the human faculties to 
prove that they ure entirely useless 
in such a business! That there 
are things in religion deyond the 
reach of human reason, we readily 
allow. . But herein does our sys¢ 
tem differ most essentially from 
that of some others. We begm 
by laying down a plain, intelligi- 
ble proposition, to which reasoa 
yields a ready and unqualified as 
sent;,and proceed with her by 
regular steps to the utmost length 
to which she is able to conduct 
us, and until she acknowledges 
her inability to carry us farther. 
Thus—nothing is clearer to out 
minds than that the visible crea- 
tion, composed of inert and sense 
less matter, could not have fa- 
shioned itself into those beautife! 
and fegular forms, nor have de 








a 2 ee i” 





gon to meve in those exact and 


endeviating Courses which we cone 
faually behold. Something of a 
superior nature must have pice 
viously existed as the contriver 
and the cause of these wonderful 
effects. But this cause must e/- 
weys have existed, otherwise none 
of them could have been produced ; 
for, if ever there wes a period 
when nothing eNisted, nothing 
could ever have begun to exist, 
since no effect can take place with. 
cut an adequate cause. ‘This 
cause, therefore, must be strictly 
and absolutely eternal, and the 
uniformity and harmonious rela. 
ten of the several parts prove to 
us, that there is but ONE such 
cause. Thus far we can proceed 
Upon the Clearest and most satis. 
factory grounds. But in the at- 
tempt to conceive of the mode of 
existence of a Being who never 
hed @ bezinning, our faculties are 
lost aud overwhelmed: we are 
convinced it must be so—but how, 
itis utte rly out of our power to 
comprehend. Mark, then, the 
striking contrast between this clear 
and satisfactory way of proceed- 
ng, and that which aflects to 
treat the dictates of reason with so 
much contempt: at the very out. 
set it puzzles and confounds, stat- 
ing the fundamental 

laith, in terms so absolutely ine 
comprehensible and contradictory 
% to bafile ev ry allempl to affix 
to them a precise meaning. From 
such premises it is impossible that 
any clear and luminous deductions 
Should ever be made; and itis a 
femarkable fact, that the system 
Which has arrogated to itself the 
title of orthodox, becomes intel- 
bgible and useful only In propore 
fon as it departs from the propos 
‘tons with which it commences, 


article of 
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forming on the whole such a mass 
oO: Inconsistencies, as i Is WOne 
dertul should ever have been ree 
ceived as a standard of Christian 
taitth and doctrine. None of us 
advocates will assert that it ca” 
be understood ; and some, unabie 
to refute the argumeats to proof 
of its impossibility, have despe. 
rately avowed that they believed 
it because it was impossible! Cer. 
tainlv it must be ior the honour 
of Christianity, and consequently 
for the happiness cf mankind, to 
clear away these great obstacles 
to its reception and its salutary 
influence. They never could 
have had a legitimate origin in a 
revelation from the God of truth, 
nor did they exist in the purer and 
earlier times of the gospe l. ‘They 
were the offspring of contentions 
for ecclesiastical authority, of an 
ambition to become lords over 
the faith of Christians, and of a 
vain effort to make ail the world 
think alike upon every minute 
point relative to religion, They 
were founded upon palpable mise 
interpretations of the language of 
Scripture, which, although doubt- 
less sufficiently plain to those to 
whom it was immediately address 
ed, became somewhat obscure 1 
consequence of those alterations 
of phrase and idiom, which, in @ 
lapse of years, take place in all 
the languages of the earth, Every 
one knows, or ougbt to know, 
that the eastern style was in the 
highest degree figurative, and that 
to interpret it literally in every 
instance would be to do the Ute 
most violence to our own undere 
stgndings. For instance, what 
are we to think of the parts, organs 
and actions of the Awman body 
being attributed to the Deity, who 
is a pure and perfect spirit, and 
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whom no man hath «seen or can 
sec? How totally incongruous 
with every proper idea that we 
can form of him, is his s¢ééing on 
a throne, or that Christ is, in the 
common acceptation of the term, 
his Son, and placed at his right 
hand! But I need not enlarge: 
from these few examples, the good 
sense of my auditors will immedi- 
ately perceive how impossible it 
would be from such premises to 
form any system of religious faith 
that would satisfy an inquiring 
mind ; how absolutely necessary 
it is to have recourse to reason 
and common sense on the one 
hand, and on the other to the 
writings of those learned men who 
have made the oriental languages 
their study, who have had access 
to the most ancient and authentic 
Manuscript copies of the Scrip. 
tures, and have thus been able to 
detect the interpolations and er- 
rors of copyists and the blunders 
of translators, and to expose the 
absurdities of those dogmata 
which have no better foundation 
than the mere naked. letter of 
Scripture expressions. Now, | 
ask you, my brethren, are these 
things, or are they not, worthy 
of attention? Even if the vast 
importance of the subject were 
out of the question, is it not na- 
tural for the human mind to ex. 
perience pleasure from the inves- 
tigation and discovery of truth? 
But when that truth is universally 

a. “9 
both by friend and foe, acknow- 
ledged to be of great consequence 
to the virtue and well-being of the 
world, surely indifference would 
be inexcusable. 

Such are our motives for the 
part we are now acting. We re. 
gtet that itis not in our power to 
do greater justice to so noble a 


cause ; but we hope the day may 
not be far distant when it shal} 
meet with advocates more worthy 
of it. ; 

Sut [ would bring this argument 
a little nearer home, even to our 
own business and bosoms. In the 
days of youth and health, when 
the spirits are alert and buoyant, 
and when we eagerly listen to the 
suguestions of the gay deceiver, 
hope, who flatters us that we shall 
escape the misfortunes which have 
befallen others, and that we shal! 
successfally explore sources of 
bliss which they have not had the 
wisdom or the good fortune to dis. 
cover ;—while we are engaged 
the eager pursuits of business, aad 
contriving how we may lay up 
much goods for many years, Re. 
ligion, if not entirely banished 
from our thoughts, occupies only 
the back-ground of the highly-¢0 
loured picture our fond imaginae 
tion has drawn. But the scene 
shifts :—expectation and reality 
are found to be widely diferent, 
Perhaps, the glow and the atte 
vity of health give place to the 
paleness and languor of disease j— 
our best formed schemes end 
in disappointment ;—unsuspecting 
confidence is repaid by treachery ; 
—the wealth we thought we had 
realized vanishes by an unexpect 
ed stroke ;—or_ the Tuthless hand 
of death tears from our bleeding 
bosoms those in whom our dearest 
hopes of earthly happiness were 
bound ‘up. In such distressfu 
circumstances, which human aid 
can do very little, if any thingy 
to alleviate, we plainly perceive 
the value of the consolations HM 
ligion has to bestow ; our alleds 
tion is, as it were, involuntatily 
drawn towards them. Butare¥° 
then to apply for them as ' * 









longecherished and farniliar ac- 
syaintance—-to an old and tried 
friend and companion? or to a 
perfect stranger? or one whom, at 
least, we have looked at with shy 
and distant regards? Do you not 
mstantly perceive the wide, the 
incalculable difference? If you 
do, you will allow, with as little 
hesitation, that a faith, formed 
on rational grounds and full con- 
viction, iss ina like proportion, 
superior to that which has no bet- 
ter foundation than a blind, un. 
distinguishing assent to whatever 
comes from ecclesiastical autho. 
rity, whether of ancient or mo. 
dern date. ‘This, indeed, may be 
preferable in some respects to ab- 
solute infidelity, but is in perpe. 
tual danger by coming into con. 
tact with the touchstone of truth, 
of the force of which, the mind, 
especially if ithas been at all cul- 
tivated by education, cannot be 
insensible. It must be either igno- 
rance, such as. it has been said 
is the mother of devotion, or deeply 
rooted prejudice, which can pre. 
serve a faith like this unsheken by 
aa assailant so powerful. Thas 
cannot be that light of the know. 
ledge of the glory ef God, in the 
lace of Jesus Christ, which is re- 
vealed in the gospel. Brought to 
the ordeal of inquiry, it will va. 
hish ‘like the baseless fabric of a 
“ision,’ and leave the soul without 
support in the hour of her greatest 
need. And how do such of you, 
my friends, as are parents, teel 
Upon a subject like this? Would 


you, in the religious education of 
your children, entrust their virtue 


and their peace of mind to the 
safeguard of principles, which, 
hot having any hold upon their 
Understandings, may suffer them 
to be carried away by the stream 
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of folly and infidelity, and Jeo. 
pardize every thing that ought to 
be most important to them and 
most dear to you? ‘Think well 
of this before you give their ideas 
a direction which their riper years 
may condemn, butin the place 
of which it may then be too late 
to substitute any thing more solid 
and influential. ‘To enjoy the full 
benefit of the eonsolations of 
Christianity, then, we ought to 
have a clear view of the founda. 
tions upon which it resis; and, 
blessed be God, this is no difficult 
matter, Its advantages are not 
confined to the ingenious and the 
learned; the simple may here be- 
gome wise unto salvation, Such 
was the case in its earliest days. 
‘¢ | thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and carth,” said its aue 
thor, ‘* that having hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, 
thou hast revealed them unto 
babes.” And he tells the disciples 
of John, that one of the indubte 
table proofs of his being the Mes. 
siah, was, ‘* that the poar had 
the gospel preached unto them.” 
But ambition and priestcraft 
trampled on truth and simplicity. 
Carnal ingenuity and sophistry 
have been so sedulously employed 
in entangling what was straight 
and even, that it has required no 
little time and pains to unravel the 
clew. ‘lo do this, and to restore 
the gospel to ils original purity 
and perspicuity, is the aim of the 
Unitarian doctrine, and thus to 
afford it the fairest opportunity 
of exerting all its benencial influe 
ence upon the human teart; and 
one would think such a design 
cannot ultimately fail of success, 
It is true, and we need not be 
afraid of making the concession, 
that there are passages in the 
5 
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Scriptures of difficult interpreta- 
tion, and which are seen in dil- 
ferent lights by different persons. 


But few, if any, of thee are of 


primary importance, or such as 
may not be safely referred for ex- 
planation to those which are gene- 
rally acknowledged to be clear 
and indisputable, Difference of 
opinion there will be on almost 
every point that does not admit 
of mathematical demonstration. 
This is wisely so ordered by Pro. 
vidence z it keeps up close and in. 
terested attention, and prevents 
the human faculties from becom. 
ing torpid and obtuse for want of 
exercise; not to mention that, in 
the discussion of matters of se 
condary importance, light is often 
thrown upon, and new discoverics 
made with respect to, others of 
the highest moment. 

Having thus given a general 
view of the motives of our con. 
duct, may we not at )cast hope, 
that, in the judgnicnt of Christian 
charity, they will be allowed to 
aim at something benevolent and 
praiseworthy? It is highly proe 
bable, indeed, that there will be 
many whom we sliall not be able 
to convince that we are in the 
right, and that they are mistaken, 
For our own part, we shall be 
most thankful to any, who, in 
the spirit of Christian meckness, 
will undertake to recufy our cre 
rors; forerror, however innocent 
or involuntary, was never the 
pare nt of virtue. To sincerity, 
and to those conclusions which are 
the result of an honest and im. 
partial endeavour to discover truth, 
although different from our own, 
we render all due respect, and in 
return we humbly lay claim to it 
from others. If there be any who 
judge us more rigorously, God 
lorbid that we should retaliate 
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their rash and unchiaritable cop, 
sures. If we are w rongtully 
charged, we shall defend ourselves 
with firmness, but without acr, 
mony, content to refer the ulti. 
mate decision of every controversy 
to that common Master before 
whom each of us must stand or 
fall; and to that state of superior 
illumination, which we all believe 
will succeed the darkness and par. 
tial knowledge of the present, 
PRAYER. 

We adore thee, O God, as the 
One supreme, eternal, selfexis. 
ent Being, who justly claimest 
our most profound reverence, our 
warmest affection, our unreserved 
confidence, our unlimited obedi- 
ence. Whatever be our present 
enjoyments, whatever ow future 
expectations, all proceed from 
thee, all tend towards and centre 
in thee. We bless thy holy name 
that thou hast not left thyself with. 
out witness among us thy rational 
offspring; that by the evidence of 
our senses and the light of reason 
we can discern something of thy 
greatness and thy goodness. But 
we especially thank thee for the 
far brighter and clearer discoveries 
which thou hast made of thyself 
in thy word ; that we there learn 
the spirituality of thy nature and 
the moral excellence of thy cha- 
racter; that thou hast there shown 
us what is good and taught us how 
to serve and worship thee accept 
ably. Possessed of this incstimd 
ble treasure, and of those powers 
of reason and reflection whereby 
we are enabled to use it to the 
highest advantage, we would ele 
deavour to fulfil thy gracious pul 
pose in conferring them, Our spls 
rits would make diligent seare 
into those repositories of life etete 
nal, of wisdom unto salvatien- 0 
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God, assist us in our humble ene 
deavours to obtain a fuller ace 
quaintance with thy nature and 
thy will; to lay such a foundation 
for our faith as may make it proof 
against all the attacks of infidelity , 
against temptations and trials of 
every kind, and such as may 
relieve us from painful doubt and 
perplexity. Yet while we are ar. 
dent and diligent in the pursuit of 
religious truth, may we be humbly 
and duly sensible of the limited na- 
ture of our faculties ; and without 
doing violence to the dictates of 
reason, where that can no longer 
avail us may we believe and adore. 
Thy nature and attributes, no 
created intelligence, however ex- 
aited, can find out to perfection. 
In thine infinitude, O incompre- 
hensible Jehovah, there is enough 
to employ all our inquiring and 
admiring powers, however en- 
larged, through eternal ages. O 
may those faint glimpses of thy 
glory, which we here behold as 
through a glass dimly, excite in 
ws lively hopes of, and animate 
us to difigent preparations for, that 
state of extended knowledge and 
tomingled bliss, the assured proe 
spect of which is opened to us in 
the gospel of thy beloved Son, 
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Under strong convictions of the 
importance of revealed truth to 
the happiness of our fellow-men, 
and having experienced its blessed 
effects upon our own hearts, may 
we, in the spirit of Christian love, 
do all in our power to promote its 
universal reception ; and do thou 
graciously smile upon every sine 
cere and well-intended, however 
fecble, endeavour for this purpose ; 
and may the weakness of the in- 
struments prove that the excel. 
lency of the power is of thee 
alone. 

In whatever temple or on whate 
ever mountain thy pure and all- 
discerning eye hath this day seen 
a worshipper of thee in spirit and 
in truth, may he be owned, ac. 
cepted and blessed of thee. Bless 
us, even us also, O our Father! 
guide us by thy gracious counsel 
here, and receive us to thy eternal 
glory hereafter. 

Now tinto the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, who alone hath 
immortality, dwelling in light 
which none can approach, whom 
no man hath seen or can see, be 
honour and glory throughout ages 
of ages. Amen. 
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To the Editor of the Monthly Reposttory. 


STR, 


_Thave heard it asserted that it 
i the distinguishing characteristic 
ofa dissenter to hold, that the 
cml magistrate or government of 
Phare y has no right to inter. 
“ty Mm any degree or manner, 
with the telizious doctrine or wor- 
“ip Of its subjects; for that no 


tathority, but that of the founder 


of Christianity, is to be acknows 
ledged in his church: that this 
is the tenet which unites that most 
heterogenous body, the dissenters 
from the church established by 
law ; and forms the only point of 
union by which they can be cone 
stituted or regarded as one body, 
Now, Sir, | was indeed educated 
vw ehurchman, but assvon a I 
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turned my attention, which IT did 
very early in life, to the examina- 
tion and consideration of the arti- 
cles of the church, T found them 
to contain astonishing and incre. 
dible doctrines, and that these 
doctrines were carefully inter. 
woven into its liturgy, so as to 
form a test not only t for the cler. 
gy. but the laity also, who can. 
not constantly or habitually at- 
tend the public worship without 
assenting to them, or joining in 
the most solemn addresses to. the 
divinity, In expressions which they 
Utterly disapprove and condemn. 
AS soon, thereiore, as I had made 
this inquiry, and compared these 
doctrines with the Scriptures, 
from which they were said to de- 
rive their auth rity, thouch at 
first with much diffidence and 
distrust of myself, 1 began to dis. 
sent from the church of England, 
and to separate myself from as. 
semblics in which I thought I 
could not ty) in without sin. Fure 
ther study and Inquisition into the 
found: itio mm of thi se doctrine SCcOn- 
firmed me more and more in my 
dissent: | became and hate now 
continued for above thirty yearsa 
confirmed and declared Uniiartan. 
But with regard to the maxim 
before laid down, and which seems 
to be c rrystcle red D) most of your 
correspond nts as an aniom not LO 
be disputed; I find,thatif lam not 
a churchman, Iam, ne vertheless, 
no dissenter ; and thus being an 
outcast of both these vreat bodies, 
Jam at a loss what name tO ase 
sume: for however pry my 
sentiments may be and are to the 
Trinttarian and Calvinist tic creed 
of the church, I have no objec. 
tion to its covernment by ministers 
of different ranks, because I think 
all socivties are Lest governed by 


r of a National Church. 









a subordination of ranks, 7, 
such parts of the existing establis 
ment as tend not ta P Promote, 

to corrupt true religion, | profess 
myseli an enemy; but [ am 
trend to establishments when 
diciously formed, with an bones 
design to promote decency, onde 
und peace. And my eurnest d. 
sire isto see the established churcy 
reformed, but not destroyed. 

I would have every man lef 
liberty to profess what rcligion } 
thinks true, and to have the ff 
liberty to betieve and worship G 
in the manner he thinks best; an 
his profession of any system shoul. 
not be any legal bar to his DT. 
motion to any office in the state, 
civil or military. But I, notwit! 
standing , think, that an establish 
and end owed church, an esta 
blished liturgy, and a goyernmen: 
by archb shops, bishops and ps 
rochial ministers, are most desitte 
ble and expedie nt. This public 
leading in religion I hold to ke 
most w wholesome and conducive 
the good both of the community 
and the Christian religion; bu 

requiring subscription to articies 
of religion seems to be unjust | and 
pernicious ; and all that ought (0 
be re quired of ministers is, @ pre 
mise of conformity to the rites@ 
forms of the church while 
continue to perform its offices 4! 
to receive its emoluments. A! 
the liturgy ought to be compe’ 
in such a rope as not to gis 
ollence to any sincere Christal 

1A avoid ing all al all ision to @ 
puted dogmas ; and to be founde 
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on th se fit neiples only in W! 
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' «$i 

ia ve agreed -—the djvine mi 
: de 

and aut! ority of Oui ijessed § 


viour, the for; oIVencss of sins Up 
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and the future life of rewards and 
pufishments. 

To say, in answer to what has 
been alleged, that Christ is the 
only king in his church, and that 
the alliance of the church with 
the state has always tended to 
corrupt the church and brought it 
over to the state, is, however har. 
dily asserted, not true in fact. 
The church became worldly and 
corrupt and full of dissentions 
before it had any connection with 
the state, when the state was its 
eneiny and persecutor. It grew 
rich and corrapt and even formi- 
dable to the state by the support 
and donations of individuals only. 
The union of the church with the 
state had become necessary to pre- 
vent the evils of a divided rule by 
two nearly equal parties within 
the same body politic ; and such 
a divided rule cannot exist with. 
out endless contests of the most 
inveterate and bloody kind. Should 
the church established be abolish. 
ed, and all left to themselves in 
religious concerns, presently some 
sect, probably the most absurd, 
fanatical, and persecuting, would, 
by its addresses to the fears, the 
passions, the prejudices, and the 
vices of the ignorant multitude, 
gainan ascendancy truly formida.- 
ble, so as to embarrass, and often 
defeat the operations of the legis- 
lature; to clog the wheels of gu- 
vernment; to insult and control 
the magistrate ; until it had gained 
the seat of power: and then what 
Measures might be expected by 
the friends of reason and true re- 
ligion, from fanaticism and into. 
france armed with power, I leave 
you to judge ?) ‘To obtain an in- 
dependence on the civil state, was 
ever the great aim of the Romish 
VOL, v. 2 
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church, and when they had at- 
tained it, they made monarchs 
tremble on their thrones. 

lor this reason the church must 
and ought, in all matters left 
undecided by Christ and his 
apostles, to be under the direction 
of the civil state, and to be pro. 
vided for by it; and if this be 
wisely regulated, the people will 
be induced to attend the establish. 
ed worship by a rcasonable, pious, 
and affecting liturgy, and instruc. 
tion without expense. And mini« 
sters well qualified will be disposed 
to enter into the ministry, by the 
liberty allowed of teaching and 
preaching what they believe to be 
the truth of the gospel, unfettered 
by subscriptions, subject only to 
the censure of their ecclesiastical 
superiors for positive misconduct ; 
as well as by that security from 
poverty and slavish dependence on 
their congregations, which a le. 
gal provision for their mainte. 
nance would afford them. I mean 
only such moderate and reasonable 
provision as is requisite for ease, 
comfort, and freedom of action ; 
and which every man, however 
pure and warm his zeal may be to 
enter upon the evangelical office, 
must desire. Great emoluments 
and honours, that would serve to 
excite the ambitious, the covet. 
ous, the worldly-minded, I utterly 
condemn, as the bane of the 
church, as much as I advocate a 
just and competent provision for 
the reasonable wants and comforts 
of a minister, who dedicates his 
life to the religious instruction of 
his flock. And many I belicve 
there are, who are so deeply im- 
pressed with sentiments of the im, 
portance of the ministerial office, 
and are so desirous of serving God 
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lam, Sir, 
A constant reader of the 
Monthly Reposito ry, 
X. X, 


—_——_—_—— | 


SIR ISAAC NEWTON AND 


MR. LOCKE UNITARIANS, 


i 


To the Editor of the 


Ealand, Sept. 16, 1809. 
SIR, 

If the ** writer with a_ terrible 
name’? should not be disposed to 
ry ly to your Totness correspon. 
dent, I will thank you to insert 
the following answer to the 
tion, ** What authority there is 
for representing Sir Isaac Newton 
and Mr. Locke as Unitarians ?” 

In regard to Sir Isaac Newton, 
Mr. Lindsey, in his Sequel, p. 18, 
19, says, ina preface toa Collec. 
tion of Tracts, published in 1765, 
by the late Mr. Richard Baron, 
that pecrtiegey writer, after 
a high approba- 
of Christ's 
to 
Newton pre dicted 
of this) primitive 
truth, in those memorable 
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come, wh 


ques- 
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subject, he told me, that Sir 
Isaac Newton did not believe our 
Saviour’s preeexistence, being a 
Socinian (as we call it) in that ar. 
ticle; that Sir Isaac much la. 
mented Mr. (Dr.) Clarke’s em. 
bracing Arianism ; which opinion, 
be feared, had been, and still 
would be, if maintained by learn. 
ed men, a great obstruction to 
the progress of Chris stianity. ” "This 
extract from Mr, Lindsey’s Apo- 
I ogy will probably throw some 
light on (and the tact asserted in 
it will also be confirmed by) a 
passage in Sir Isaac Newton's own 
in which, speaking of the 
‘6 As the 


works, 
Apocalypse, he Says, 
fiwand obscure prophecies, cone 
cerning Christ’s first coming, were 
for the setting up of the Christian 
which all nations have 
so the many and 
concerning the 
at Chirist’s se- 
coming, are not only for 
pred Tr ting, but also for effecting 
a recovery of the long-lost truth.” 
In re card to Mr. Locke, | know 
positive evidence 
can decide the questiony 
Whether he was an Unitarian oF 
t; a oh, indeed, Mr. Lind 
mT | icl, pe 9.) spe: aks of him 
us | vine been & exposed to all 
ucltles and disabilities . of 
the act of king William against 
Geny ne any one of the pers sons of 


the holy Trinity to be God. Wheo 


religion, 
since corrupted ; 

iv prophecies, 
(hing 


S$ to he done 
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any 














this great man had published his 
excellent piece on the Reasonable. 
ness of Christianity, he was most 
outrageously abused by one Ed- 
wards, a furious bigot; who, be- 
cause, among the benefits 
Christ’s coming into the world, no 
mention was made of his purchas- 
ing life or salvation for us by his 
death, or any thing that sounds 
like it, hesitates not to assert, that 
Mr. Locke was all over Socinian. 
ized, (cr, 1) other words, an athe. 
ist, which Edwards represents as 
synonimous with Socinian.) ‘To 
this charge Mr. Locke replies, 
“Wiat if I should say, I set 
down as much as my argument 
required, and yet am no Socinian? 
Would he, from my silence and 
omission, give me the lie, and say 
that] am one?” Mr. Locke also 
refers to the following passages in 
his book, as sounding something 
like Christ’s purchasing life for 
us by his death: * From this 
estate of death, Jesus restores all 
mankind to life;’? and again, 
“He, that hath incurred death 
for his own transgression, cannot 
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lay down his life for another, as 
our Saviour professes he did.” 
(Locke’s Vindication, p. 204,265.) 
Ilence it. seems reasonable to in. 
fer, that, whatever this great 
man’s opinion was, In respect: to 
the person of Christ, he did not 
think it necessary or proper i 
these publications fully to state it. 
And, after consulting his Exposi- 
tion of some of Paul’s Epistles, 
with a particular view to those 
texts which are commonly urged 
as proving the deity or pre-exist- 
ence of Christ, I do not find that 
he plainly asserts what Is_ now 
called the Unitarian doctrine, 
though, at the same time, he does 
not appear to favour the Trimta. 
rian. The question, therefore, 
what his opinion was on this sub. 
must (to myself at least) ree 
main undecided; unless some 
other of your correspondents is in 
possession of more certain infore 
mation respecting i. 
lam, Sir, 
Your’s truly, 


5.8 2. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPEL LOFFT, ESQ. TO A FRIEND 
IN LONDON. 


Troston Hall, April 9, 1810. 
I have now read the Improved 
Version of the New Testament, 
which you gave me, through. I 
think it on the whole the nearest 
to the correct sense of the original 
text of any before. Great care 
appears to have been used; ina 


manner, almost every means of 


correction to have been judiciously 
employed. 

There are very few passages on 
the rendering of which I have 
doubted; and many to which a 
Rew and just or a clearer and 


more exact sense has been given 
than before. 

There is in gencral great merit 
in the notes. 

In one considerable point I ins 
cline more to the received opinion. 
It is where on the Revelations the 
destruction of the earth by fire is 
represented as figurative. That the 
earth and other planetary and, 
perhaps, solar bodies of the differ. 
ent systems, have been so constie 
tuted as to require renovation at 
periods and in a manner unknown 
to us, is, I think, highly proba- 
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ble; and that water at some times, 
and fire in others, may be instru- 
ments appointed for these renova. 
tions, 

There are, I think, no faint in- 
dications of great and general 
changes having taken place in the 
two superior planets, Jupiter and 
Suturn. 

I do not believe that it is immu. 
tably fixed that the earth and the 
other planets shall eternally ree 
volve the same distance from 
the sun, with the same periods as 
at present, the same inclinations 
of their axes, and the same sea. 
One ot the same causes 
may be appointed to change, and 
beneficially to change, all these 
circumstances. And when there 
shall be morally new heavens and 
a new earth, that the physical 
changes shall correspond with the 
moral, scems to me agreeable to 
the most just and beautiful ana. 
logy. 

I can believe that the creation, 
the final dissolution, the last judg- 
ment, are exprest in some re. 
spects rather popularly than 
strictly. But [ suppose them to 
have a large mixture of general 
physical and literal truth. 

Mr. Fellowes, I find, supposes 
there is no resurrection of the 
body. Now, to me body means 
neither more nor less than a cer. 
tain manifestation and exercise of 
mind and the powers of mind, by 


al 
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a suitable assemblage of sensible 
phenomena, and a corresponding 
serics ot effects. I do not believe 
we shall ever cease to have sensa. 
tions, nor consequently that we 
shall cease to have our intellectual 
powers associated with sensible 
ideas, their phenomena and re. 
sults. I think, too, that it is 
probable, that these will be 
higher and more perfect, but 
analogous to much of those which 
we now experience. 

Reminiscence, identity conte 
nued or renewed, consciousness, 
seems to me to imply, that our 
being in a future state shall be 
similar to our present being, but 
indefinitely and progressively im- 
proved. 

[ am not fond of figurative 
senses, till it has been first tried 
how far the literal sense will enable 
or permit us rationally and satis 
factorily to go with it. 

As to the eternity of punish. 
ments, in the first place, I think, 
properly speaking, it can no where 
be said to be literally expressed, 
If I thought it were, [I should quit 
the letter and resort to figurative 
construction, rather than adopt 
sense which I cannot reconcile to 
the divine attributes, whether | 
judge of them from reason OF [e+ 
velation. There is nothing so sure 
as that final evil cannot exist une 
der the divine government. 





ON THE SUBSCRIPTION TO MRS. STANDEVENS’S CHILDREN. 


Ty 


To the Editor of the 
Sik, 

I could not help feeling some 
surprise atthe manner in which 
you and the readers of your valu. 
able Miscellany were, in the last 
mouth, called to account by an 


Jlonthly Repository. 


anonymous correspondent from 


Chichester. You kindly gave 4 
place to the appeal made to the 
public, in behalf of the orphan 
children of the unfortunate Mrs. 
Standevens ; and, as Unitariamy 











we are reproached for not having 
been more liberal in our benefac- 
tions for their relief ; and our con- 
duct in this particular is contrast- 
ed with that of certain Methodists, 
who subscribed largely to support 
the destitute children of a worthy 
minister of their own persuasion. 
Now, Sir, 1 can pereeive very 
little resemblance in the two cases. 
Mrs. Standevens was the daughter 
of a clergyman of the establish. 
ment, highly connected, and said 
to be respected and beloved by 
those connections. Upon these 
persons and their descendants, and, 
indeed, upon the clergy in gene- 
ral, she may be said to have had 
apeculiar claim, and, whatever 
might have been her imprudence, 
those who remembered her father 
might have been expected (o over 
look it in their compassion for her 
sufferings, and come forward to 
assist her unhappy orphans. But 
why this case should be esteemed 
a particular call upon Unitarians, 
Iam really at a loss to imagine. 
That the Methodists are truly 
liberal in promoting the spread of 
what they believe to be the doc. 
trines of the gospel, and in the 
support of those who have distin- 
guished themselves by the profes- 
sion of those doctrines, I am most 
ready to allow, and I admire and 
honour them for their zeal; but 
if they were equally active and 
bountiful in their relief of cases of 
distress like the one in question, 
why did not the benevolent friend 
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of the orphans rather apply to the 
readers of the Methodist and Evan- 
gelical Magazines, upon whom 
the descendants of the established 
clergy have certainly a greater 
claim, than to us who pay so 
largely towards their support, 
without deriving any benefit from 
their labours. Were the family 
of a Unitarian minister to be left 
in circumstances similar to that 
of the pastor your correspondent 
mentions, I feel no doubt as to the 
prompt and liberal assistance 
which they would receive; though 
I trust no one of our community 
would feel disposed to send a 
boasting account of it tothe Me. 
thodist Magazine, and contrast 
it with the scantiness of their re. 
lief to the orphans of Mrs. Stand. 
evens ! 

It was fortunate that your core 
respondent in the concluding lines 
of his epistle assures us, that it is 
written in ** the spirit of charity 
and good-will ;’’ we might other. 
wise have more than suspected a 
lurking desire to throw reproach 
upon a sect of Christians whose 
opinions he disapproves: but as 
“ the heart is deceitful above all 
things,” I would, asa friend, ad- 
vise him to look narrowly into his 
own, where he may possibly de- 
tect something of the kind above 
alluded to. 

Iam, Sir, 
Your constant reader, 
M. H. 





MR. TURNER, ON A MISREPRRESENTATION OF THE YORK 
ACADEMY. 





To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Latchford, near Warrington, 
SIR, July 5, 1810. 
I have just read, with much 
“urprise, the following very extra« 


ordinary sentence in your last No, 
p. 292. 

“© If I am rightly informed, 
the practice of free prayer-is not 
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only neglected, but. forbidden, and 
no prayer, ¢ xcept a written one, 
Ss suffered to be use ‘dd by the Slue 
dents at York.’’ 

Before the author, whoever he 
may be, had ventured to make 


such an assertion pub slic, he ouvht 
to have had the iact comp rete 1 


ascertaincd; and not bave con- 
tented himself with an ?/. And 
even aiter he had done this, it ts 


not, | think, cusiomary, or quite 
consistent with the character el. 
ther of a gentleman or a Christian, 
to bring so serious a charge against 
a welleknown individual, without 
affixing his proper signature to the 
accusation, Nor can I think that 
you, Mr. Editor, are entirely free 
from blame, the blame at least of 
inconsistency, (see your notes to 
correspondents in this and some 
former Nos.) for thus readily ad. 
mitting an anonymous attack. I 
am glad, however, that a calumny 
which has for time been 
lurking in secret, has thus been 
fairly brought before the —s 
and I doubt not that it will, i 
due time, receive its full ee 
tion from the excellent person di- 
rectly concerned, and trom the 
students who have had the happi- 


somc 


ness of receiving his instructions, 
But knowing that the former is at 
present in a remote part of the 
country, where it is probable that 
your Repository may not reach 
him, and that the latter, from 
their present dispersed situation, 
will not be able to send you the 
proper documents in time for your 
next number, I wish to lose no 
time in availing myself of the sitv. 
ation which I hold in the Institue 
tion, as well as of the appeal 
which your correspondent has 
thought fit to make to my sermon 
lately preached at York, of dis- 


7 


tinctly denying the fact. I thin) 
myself, at the same time, full, 
justified in calling upon your eo; 
r spond nt for the a vuthority UDO 
which he has made so extraord. 
hary an assertion 5; expressed, 
it is, in language which shows 
that its au thor, whoever he _ 
be, can never have had | 
slightest acquaintance with the re. 
lation between tutor and pupils 
at York, or with the manner j 
which the discipline of that insti. 
tution is conducted by its excel. 
lent director. 
lam, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
WILLIAM TURNER, 
Visitor of the Institution, 

P.S. I cannot help thinking it 
particularly hard, that a writer 
against liturgies should _ have 
brought such a charge against one 
who, (he ought to thank me for 
reminding him,) ‘has expressed 
himself on the subject of them 
(whether justly or not I shall not 
say, for | mean not to enter into 
the controversy,) in the following 
words : 

*¢ The arguments by which the 
use of printed forms of prayer In 
social worship is recommended, 
are certainly numerous and power 
ful ; yet, if not contrary to the 
principles upon which Protestant 
Dissenters meet together, as may, 
perhaps, not unreasonably be exe 
pected, it is so abhorrent from 
their naturel feelings and_ habits, 
that it cannot be e x pected soon or 
widely to prevail amongst them. 
Let liturgies be drawn up with 
ever so much caution, they will 
unavoidably partake al the nature 
of a confession of faith, and may 
be felt as a painful restraint by 
those who succeed the origina 
composer; and, on the othe 
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hand, prejudices in the breasts of 


ome of the worshippers, never 
wholly subdued, may break forth ; 
objections fuunded upon better 
erounds may be felt by others ; or 
even the caprice of some, who are 
by no means whatever completely 
ta be satisfied, may soon render 
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it necessary, in order to preserve 
the peace and union of a society 
of Christians who acknowledge 
no human authority in the wor- 
ship ef God, to withdraw the 
most perfect form that can be 
composed.’? —Wellbeloved’s Me- 
moirs of Wood, p. 92. 





MR. G. WALKER, ON THE DECLARATION OF THE TRUSTEES OF 
THE LATE MANCHESTER COLLLGE, 


oS —— 


To the Editor of the 
Wavertree, near Liverpool, 
July 8, 1810. 

SiR, 

To the declaration which ap- 
peared in your number tor June 
last, Signed by G. W. Wood, in 
thename of the trustees of the 
late Mancliester College, I liad 
intended to have replied at some 
length; but the facts, by which 
| must have supported the truth 
of my assertion respecting the re. 
muneration paid to my father, 
would necessarily have led me to 
adevelopement of circumstances, 
which, from my respect for the 
Institution and my personal esteem 
lor individual trustees, I should 
most reluctantly obtrude upon 
the public. I shall, therefore, at 
present, content myself with ob- 
erving, that this denial of my 
‘tatement has led me to a careful 
revision of the grounds on which 
‘originally made it, and that the 
result of this subsequent examina. 
ion has been, not merely a re- 
lewed conviction of its accuracy, 
‘ut of the great moderation with 
“hich I have alluded to a subject, 
% which, without any violation 
* truth, I might have expressed 
nyself in much stronger language. 
1 am bappy, however, that, on 
the present occasion, | can fortify 
"Y OWn opinion on the subject by 


Monthly Repository. 


adducing a testimony in my be- 
half, that, from the peculiar cir- 
cumstances under which it is give 
en, is of so decisive a nature, as 
to render any tarther explanation, 
at least on my part, unnecessary, 
The following letter from Mr. 
Shepherd clearly expresses his 
opinion of the case—an opinion, 
not derived from any ex parte 
statement, but the result of a long 
agitation of the question before a 
meeting of the trustees expressly 
convened for the purpose, and 
which he attended, as the mutual! 
friend of both parties, to prevent, 
if possible, by an amicable ar. 
rangement, the necessity of any 
public discussion of the subject. 
For this purpose, I put him in full 
possession of the whole of my case, 
with all the documents belonging 
to it, which he atterwards most 
ably and fully communicated to 
them. Nevertheless, in their de. 
claration it is alleged, in justifica- 
tion of this public impeachment 
of me, that I sent them no direct 
answer to their inquiries!!! Were 
I inclined to indulge in the lan. 
guage of recrimination, 1 might 
here, with more justice, retort 
the charge of incorrectness which 
has been so freely advanced against 
me, and advise my accusers at 
least to avoid themselves, what 
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they presume publicly to arraign 
in others. 
Iremain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE WALKER. 
June 12, 1810. 
My dear Sir, 

Iam much concerned to understand 
that you are still in a disagreeable state 
of difference with the trustees of the 
Manchester New College. The more I 
reflect upon this business, the more I 
lament your declining to adopt the re- 
conciliatory projét which I submitted to 
your consideration soon after Christmas 
last; though I cannot but respect the 
motives which influenced your decision 
upon this point. 

In compliance with your request, I 
now send you in writing my opinion on 
the matters in discussion between you 
and the trustees, which you will find to 





Gleanings. 


be exactly the same as it was settled soo 
after my conference with those gentle. 
men. Namely, 

rst. That I am persuaded it was no 
your intention, in drawing up the state. 
ment which has given rise to this un. 
pleasant altercation, to reflect upon the 
character of the trustees. 

adly. That the trustees having effected 
two distinct contracts with your father, 
did discharge the obligations by which 
they were bound, in pursuance of each 
of those contracts. 

adly. ‘That, nevertheless, your state 
ment, a3 qualified to intimate, “ the 
your father did rot receive, during the whele 
term of bis professorship, the emolumat 


ubich be enjoyed during the early period of 


bis engagement,” is CORRECT, as J think 
bis SECOND bargain was FAR Les 
ADVANTAGEOUS THAN Tus FIRST." 


Believe me, 
Yours, truly, 
WILLIAM SHEPHERD, 








No. LXXIIL 
Satan's Strange Actings, 

In 1697, there was published, 
in London, an account of the case 
of a person believed to be possess. 
ed by the devil, under the follow. 
ing title: The Surey Demoniac. 
Or an Account of Satan’s strange 
and dreadful Actings,in and about 
the Body of Richard Dugdale, of 
Surey, near Whalley, in Lanca. 
shire. And how he was dispos. 
sessed by God's Blessing on the 
Fastings and Prayers of divers 
Ministers and People. The Mat. 
ter of Fact attested by the Oaths 
of several creditable Persons, be. 
fore some of his Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace in the said County. 
These dreadful actings of Satan 
continued above a year ; during 
which there was a desperate strug. 


GLEANINGS; OR, SELECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS MADEIN A 
COURSE OF GENERAL READING. 








gle between him and nine ministers 
of the gospel, who had undertaken 
to cast him out; and for that 
purpose, successively relieved each 
other in their daily combats with 
him: while Satan tried all his 
arts to baffile their attempts, 1 
sulting them with scoffs and rail 
lery; puzzling them sometimes 
with Latin and Greek ; and threat 
ening them with the effects of his 
vengeance; till he was finally val- 
quished and put to flight by the 
persevering prayers and_ fasting 
of the said ministers. 





No. LXXIV, 
A Christian Poet rebuked bya 
Mussulman. 
An anecdote in the Memoirs of 
Klopstock, lately published, shows 
in a striking manner how much 


* The first bargain was made with Mr. Walker when at Nottingham, 0? the 
faith of which he removed to Manchester; the second was a regulation adopted by 
the trustees themselves, during Mr, W,’s absence on a visit to London. 















the high adoration paid to Jesus lustre. 
late Rev. Hugh Farmer did not 
procure for bim a diploma, his 
abilities and learning will carry 
down his name with reputation to 
posterily, 
could not have added to the cele- 
brity of such men as Richard 
Hooker, Jolin Hales, Joseph Mede 
and William Chillingworth, in the 
church of England ; or of Matthew 
Poole, John Howe and Richard 
Baxter, among the dissenters. 


Christ is calculated to shock the 
feelings of a pious theist. The 
fame of devotion, which was evi- 
dently kindled in no common de. 
giee by the sublime poetry of the 
German bard, was checked and 
counteracted by a reverential fear, 
lest he was invading the attributes 
ofthe One Supreme. The pas. 
sage is as follows : 

“ | was acquainted (says Mr. Cramer) 
with an Englishman of the name of Ea- 
ton, a young man of an excellent under- 
standing, who had made a sufficient pro- 

in the German language to under- 
sand Klopstock’s poetry, and to be an 
enthusiastic admirer of him. As he had 
been consul at Bassora, and had made 
many voyages to the Levant, Arabic and 
Persic were as familiar to him as his 
mother tongue. He related to me a 
singular anecdote respecting the effect of 
the Messiah. He once attempted to 
translate to an Arabian priest, as accu- 
rately as the great difference between 
the languages would permit, a passage 
inahymn to Christ. He said that it 
was impossible to describe the attention 
with which the Arab listened to it. 
At length, the blood rose into his face ; 
he stood up, and exclaimed with vehe- 
mence, * Excellent! but Allah pardon 
him for having so highly exalted the 
son.’ He then begged Mr. Eaton to 
proceed, and again rose hastily, with 
‘sort of indignant admiration, continu- 
illy repeating, * Allah, pardon him for 
taving so highly exalted the son.’” 





No. LXXV. 

: Degree of D. D. 
With relation, in general, to 
‘ais academical distinction. says 
Dr. Kippis, (Life of Lardner,) who 
ad the happy art of throwing in- 
‘© his biographical sketches ali the 
nultifarious stores of his know. 
edge and wisdom, it may be ob. 
“ved, that when it is conferred 
without merit, it cannot give ho- 
‘our; that when it is bestowed 
spon merit, it becomes a proper 
mark of respect; and that merit, 
Untitled, can shine by it its own 

VOL. v, 


Gleanings. 
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Though the friends of the 


The title of doctor 





No. LARXVI. 


Edward the Third a Deep Divine. 


In 1339, when Edward claimed 


the crown of France, in right of 
his mother, he addressed to the 
pope and cardinals a justification 
of his pretensions, containing the 
following pious analogy : 


“< If, because the mother is not law- 


fully admitted to the throne, the son 
must be understood to be lawfully ex- 
pelled fiom the throne, then had not the 
kingdom of the Jews of right belonged 
to the holy Jesus, which is against the 
foundation of our faith to assert. 
notwith:tanding he was the Son of God, 
begotten in a mystery, without the com- 
pany of aman, of a female of the royal 
stem of David, even of the virgin Mary, 
(who herself was not admitted to the” 
kingdom, nor, perhaps, ought she to 
be admitted,) yet, by the undoubted 
certainty of faith, became the true and 
lawful king of the Jews. 
bid, that this royal succession of king 
Jesus should be cither an untying or 
breaking of the legal observance ; since 
he came not to break the law but to fulfil 


Who, 


And God for- 


Wherefore, this most excellent in- 


stance of lawful succession (by right of 
the mother) may reasonably pe to six 
lence the pretended reasons o 

mies of our right in the said kingdom 
of France ; that the Saviour of the world 
and we (a poor mortal sinner) whom 
parity of reason, as to this, reconciles 
together, may not be separated, as to 
our lawful degree and order of succes 
sion, by any vain constitution and forced 
interpretation of human laws.” Barne’s 


Edw. IU. p. 127. 
22 


the ene- 
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No. LX XVII. 

Excellent Heretiwcal Maxims. 

he Donatists were sturdy he- 
retics. There was no reclaiming 
by force a people, who held that 
death in a good cause was not an 
evil but a benefit. 
The Emperor Constans, tired, 
it should seem, of persecuting such 
obstinate folk, sent two persons 
of rank into Africa to endeavour 
to conciliate them, and at the 
same time to distribute alms to 
their poor, As little disposed, 
however, to value the emperor’s 
kindness as to fear his vengeance, 


they repulsed his ambassadors, 


with, Quad est imperatert cum 
ecclesia? WuaAT HAS THK EM- 
PEROR TO DO WITH THE 


CHURCH? 

It was also usual with them to 
say, Quid Christianis cum regi- 
bus, aut quid episcops cum pala. 
fio? WHat nave CurisTIANs 
ro DO WITH KINGS, OR WHAT 
HAVE BISHOPS TO DO AT COURT? 


No. LXXVIII. 

A Triumphant Dying Experience. 

Father Le Telher, chancellor 
of France, under Lewis the lath, 
perceiving the approach of death, 
obtained of the king, by frequent 
impertunitiess that the grand af. 
fair, THE REVOCATION OF THE 
Epict or Nantz, should be put 
off no longer; but that he might 
have the honour to put the seal 
to it before he expired. He was 
indulged, the edict was prepared, 
the seal was put to it Oct. 18, 
1685, and, four days after, it 


was registered in the chamber of 


vacations. This superannuated 
old sinner was so infatuated as to 
adopt Simeon’s words, when he 
sealed the instrument. It 
the last act of his chancellorship, 


and he died soon after with these 


was 





G lean Ings. 


words in his mouth, I will siag 
of the mercies of the Lord for ever. 
His panegyrist says, “ he went op 
singing the rest ot the psalm wher 
he got to heaven.” 1 am not sor 
of that, (says Robert Robinson, 
I only know that all the bishops 
attended his funeral in their ba. 
bits, and Archbishop Flechier, a 
very good man, when he was not 
ordered to be wicked, preached 
the funeral oration, said all th 
fine things he could invent, and 
declared that to be a Pious edict, 
a triumph of RELIGION, a glon. 
ous monument of the PIETY 
the king, which condemned two 
millions of rational beings to ruin 
lor exercising their own reason, I 
matters of religion, and did so in 
direct violation of oaths and pub- 
lic instruments, and all the te 
that usually bind mankind. 


No. LX XIX. 

Result of Calvinistic Tuition, 

A lady in this kingdom (Seo 
land) some time ago, having? 
negro servant, was charitabi 
enough to desire he might be i 
structed in the Christian religion: 
for this purpose, she put him Ub 
der the care of a_ teacher, whio, 
according to custom, furnishe 
him with catechisms, commente 
upon them, and made a favoure- 
ble report of the quickness of bis 
understanding. This the ple 
lady, in the joy of ber heart fo! 
saving a soul, mentioned to acer 
gyman of her acquaintance, 4 G. 
ing her request, that he would eX 
amine ber servant. With this > 
readily complied, and asked - 
simple questions as these + “Wb 
was the author of the Chn 
religion?” ** Where Jesus Chins 
came from?” and “ What hec™ 
to do in the world?” to none’ 


rist an 






















which there Was any reply made. 
« My lad,” says the clergyman, 
« [have been informed you un. 
derstand the principles of Christi- 
anity:” ‘and so I do, sir,” re. 
turns the other, ‘“* And pray,’’ 
says the parson, ** what are these 
principles ?”” To which he replied, 
expressing bis opinions in his own 
words from the confusion he was 
in, ** These, sir, are the princi. 
ples of the Christian religion ; 
there was an old man and an old 
woman that robbed an orchard 
long ago, and for this we are all 
damned ever since.”?’ (from a 
letter tothe Protestant Dissenters 
in the Parish of ballykelly, occa. 
sioned by their Objection against 
their late Minis‘er.) 





No. LXXX. 
Christianity an Innovation. 
Ithas been often urged that the 


opposition to reformation and ime 
provement in the church at any 


time, is a virtual justification of 


the opposition to Christianity on 
its first introduction; or, to put 
it in another way, a condemnation 
of the founders of the new religion. 
Gibbon, the historian, is an in- 
stance of the justness of the argu- 
ment. In a letter to Lord Shef- 
field, his obsequious admirer, he 
says of Burke’s book against the 
French Revolution, ‘* I admire 
his eloquence, I approve his po- 
litics, I adore his chivalry, and I 
can forgive even his sup: rstition ;” 
and adds, “ The primitive church, 
which I have treated with some 
freedom, was itself at that time 
an wnovation, and I was attached 
fo the old Pagan establishment.” 
Misc, Works, 4to. v. i. p. 214. 
Lord Sheffield afterwards says 
(vol. i. p. 226.] that he once heard 
um argue, ** seemingly with se. 
Nousness, in favour of the Ingui- 


Gleanings. 3 





- 
J 


qq 


sition at Lisbon, and say he would 
not, at the present moment, give 
up even that OLD ESTABLISH- 
MENT.” 

The infidelity of such a man is 
no dishonour to Christianity, ‘To 
be consistent, all that justify or 
practise tyranny, should disavow 
the Galilean peasant, and openly 
join the ranks of Bolingbroke, 
Hume and Gibbon, who were 
equally distinguished by their con. 
tempt of religion and the rights of 
man. —_—_—— 
No. LX XXI. 

Fine Saying of Sir Isaac 

Newton's, 

Sir Isaac Newton said, a little 
before his death, (see Turnor’s Col- 
lections for a ilist. of Grantham,) 
*¢ I do not know what I may ap- 
pear tothe world ; but to myself] 
seem to have been only like a boy, 
playing on the sea-shore, and di. 
verting myself in now and then 
finding a smoother pebble or a 
prettier shell than ordinary, whilst 
the great ocean of truth lay all 
undiscovered before me.”’ 


No. LX XXII. 

The Danger of Innovations. 

Wise men, says the well-known 
Mrs. Lee, in her Essay on Govern- 
ment, (see M.R.V.iv. p. 338.)have 
sometimes preferred existing ae 
buses to proposed innovations, She 
adds, however, that political scru- 
ples may certainly be carried too 
far, and relates the following anec. 
dote in illustration of her remark. 

A king of Spain, overtaken by a 
storm, wanted a cloak to cover 
him. The officer who generally 
placed the cloak on the king’s 
shoulders being far behind, and 
none of the nobles presuming to 
offer their cloaks, because it was 
not their office, the monarch 
caught a cold, which terminated 
in a dangerous illness. 
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REVIEW. 


‘{ s7ILL PLEAS'D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.” 


Art. I. A Course of Lectures, containing a Description and Sys. 
tematic Arrangement of the several Branches of Divinity; accom. 


Pore, 


panied with an Account, both of the principal Authors, and of the 
Progress which has been made at different Periods in Theological 


Learning. 


Bu Herbert Marsh, D. D. F.R.S. Margaret Pro. 


fessor of Divinity. Part I. Cambridge, printed and sold. Sold 


also by Rivingtons, London, 


1809. 8vo. pp. 116. 


Art. Il. A Letter to the Conductor of the Critical Review, on the 

Subject of Religious Toleration ; with occasional Remarks on the 
the Atonement, 
pp. 37. 


Doctrines of the Trinity and 
Cambridge, &c. 1810. 8vo. 





The appointment of Dr. Marsh 
to the Margaret professorship, and 
his efforts to render the office as 
useful as possible, have afforded 
us no ordinary satisfaction, It is 
happy for the public when such 
situations are filled by men com. 
petent to the duties of them, and 
zealous in discharging their obli- 
gations. Could our wishes pre. 
vail, the learned and able trans. 
lator of Michaelis should be seated 
in the chair of the Regius professor 
of divinity ; persuaded as we are, 
that he would feel the importance 
of occupying it in person, and 
not by deputy. 

We admire the good sense and 
courage with which he has devi. 
ated from the practice of his pre. 
decessors, both as to the language 
in which his lectures are com. 
posed and the place of their deli. 
very. Former professors read to 
their classes in Latin—Dr. M. 
tor reasons which he has distinctly 
assigned, and which bring with 


By the Same, 


them complete conviction, prefers 
the use of his native tongue:— 
former professors were accustomed 
to meet in the schools the few who 
chose to attend them—Dr. M. 
gives his lectures from the pulpit 
of the university. In his annual 
publication of them, too, he sa 
crifices (we thank him for the s@- 
crifice) his individual ease to ge- 
neral utility. 

In his preface, he repeats and 
explains certain observations upol 
conformity and nonconformity 
the establishment, which he 
thought fit to make towards the 
close of this first set of Lectures, 
and tor which he has been strongly 
censured by the cratzcal reviewer, 
to whom, as our readers will have 
perceived, he has since addressed 
a letter upon the subject. We 
shall not overlook the controversy 
in its proper time and order + fo! 
the present, however, we sh 
satisfy ourselves with taking asum™ 
mary view of the contents of 





















he 


¢, 





pamphlets before us, and ina fu. 
tare number shall express our opi- 
nion of their merits. 

The introductory lecture is em- 
ployed in stating and defending 
the professor’s two deviations, 
which we have already mentioned, 
from the custom of his predeces- 
sors, and in representing the na- 
ture and importance of the study 
of divinity. Dr. M. considers it 
as indispensable to describe and 
arrange its several parts: he shews 
the necessity of the strictest order 
in pursuing it: he thinks it in- 
cumbent on him to direct bis 
hearers to the sources whence they 
may obtain information upon the 
manifold subjects which will gra- 
dually come under discussion, and 
toadd some account of the ad. 
vancement or decline of theologi- 
cal learning. Without disguise, 
he avows it to be the end of his 
lectures to confirm the system of 
faith established at the reforma- 
tion and contained in the liturgy, 
articles and homilies of the church 
of England: he deprecates any 
attempt to generalize Christianity: 
he aims at vindicating his more 
limited design, and concludes 
with a further illustration of the 
value of theological knowledge, 
especially to every man who is de- 
sirous of being a good divine of the 
English church. 

In his second lecture, he deve. 
lopes the plan which he had al- 
ready announced. He condemns 
the humerous, complex and ob. 
scure divisions of theological books 
that were made by a learned pre- 
late in the university of Oxford, 


(we believe, the present bishop of 


St. Asaph,) and commends the 
simpler and more obvious classifi- 


Cation suggested by the author of 


ents of Christian Theology. 
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On the four-fold division in use 
among the German divines, he 
also bestows the praise to which it 
is entitled. He next with mo. 
desty brings forward, and with 
his usual good sense and perspicu- 
ity justifies, an arrangement ra- 
ther different from these. On the 
principle that the several parts of 
theology should be represented 
according to their connections and 
dependancies, he rightly proposes 
to begin with the criticism of the 
Bible, and then to consider its 
mterpretation, its authenticity and 
credibility, its authority, us ine 
sprration, and ets ductrines, (which 
he subdivides into (a) doctrines de« 
duced by the church of England, 
(b) doctrines deduced by other 
churches.) — This seventh and last 
branch relates to ecclesrastical his 
tory. 

Dr. M. after again insisting, in 
the third lecture, on the necessity 
of order in our theological studies, 
and on the importance of critie 
cism and human learning, in op. 
position to those who seek fora 
conviction of the truth of Christi. 
anity in certain inward feelings, 
describes some of those very use. 
ful publications which are known 
under the name of Introductions 
to the Bible ; some of which have 
particular reference to the lan. 
guages in which the Seriptures 
were written, while others supply 
information respecting the con- 
tents of them. He notices, too, 
a class of introductory writers who 
have eminently distinguished them- 
selves by their profound critical 
researches, e, g. Simon, Michaelis 
and Eichhorn. Afterwards he 
enters on a minute examination 
of sacred criticism, and on a ree 
view of what has been done in dif. 
ferent ages with respect to this 
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primary branch of theology. Here 
he furnishes us with a remarkably 
clear, interesting and useful his. 


Review. —Dr. Marsh's Lectures and Letter. 


recording the attempts which have 
been made in later ages to restore 
the text to its Original! purity, he 


tory of the formation of Origen’s judges it necessary to pive ade. 


Hexapla. 

The history of sacred criticism 
in the early and middle ages is 
continued and concluded in the 
fourth lecture. Dr. M. does not 
pass over the labours of Lucian 
and Hesychius in this field, the 
manner in which the Masora was 
formed, the origin of the Latin 


vulgate, the collation of the Phi. 
Cir ek 
the 
lk iin, 


version with v4 
gy pt, 
te by P 


loxenian 
manuscripts 
revisions of the val 
Laniranc, Ne. He 
words concerning ihe |: 
nish Jews, b.zra, Mato ce 
who, mthe tweltth e sad 
the found tion ot that ew 
learning which atterwards ox tend- 
ed to Germany, and also respect. 
ing Reuchlin or Capmio, the father 
of Hebrew literature among Chris. 
tians. ‘The professor then reters 
his hearers, tor further informa- 
tion, tothe works of Monttaucon, 
Ilumphrey Hedy, the Buxtorts 
and Bishop Brian Walon, — to 
Martianay’s Jerom, to Assemani, 
Mill, Wetstein, Simon, Michselis, 
Glocester Ridley, Protessor Whit 
and Wolf. In this lecturc, no 
other order could well be observed 
than chronological order. 


m ind 


Suys a tew 


Vile 


In the fitth, Dr. M. treats of 


the criticism of the Greek Testa- 
ment, which he familiarly shows 
to be the key-stone of the arch 
that supports the fabric of Chivs) 
anity. As the object which 
deserves attention here is to tor 
as far as is practicable, a genu 
text of the N. ‘I. he inquires ito 
the causes of the variations of the 
MSS. and into the remedies which 
have been applied to this evil. In 


scription of the critical editions of 
the G. T. This description be 
divides into two periods ; the one 
commencing with the first printed 
edition and ending with the Elzevir 
edition ot 1624; the other in- 
cluding the critical editions which 
have appeared from thac time to 
the present. Ile observes thai the 
first printed edition of the whole 
G. ‘Tb. is that which is contained 
in the Complu cnsian Polyglot: 
aad he proves, in the remainde 
of the lecture, that it is of litle 
or no value, 

Lic same subject, the criticism 
of the G.'T. is continued, in the 
ixth, down to the formation of 
the textus recepftus. A minute 
description is given of the editions 
by Erasmus. Those by Colineus, 
Rovert Stephens and Beza, and 
that printed by Elzevir, are enu- 
m ratcd and appreciated : and the 
professor concludes that the text 
in common use was copied, with 
a fewexceptions, from the impere 
fect text of Beza. 

Dr. M. thus finishes the first 
period in the critical histery of the 
Greek text 3 proposing to enter on 
the second in Laster term of the 
present year. But as_ nearly 
twelve months would elapse before 
the lectures could be renewed, 
he thinks proper to make some 
general observations on the scope 
/ those labours of the learned 
which belong to the second of the 
veriods already mentioned, on the 
unanimous declaration (so he 
deems it) of the Gieek MSS. of 
the N. T. in favour of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and of the atone. 
ment by Jesus Christ, on the au 














thenticity of the Bible, the divine 
origin of the gospel and the doc. 
trines of the church of England. 
His paragraph on the last of these 
topics is copied in p. 621. of the 
fourth volume of our Repository. 

In consequence of what the 
learned professor has remarked 
concerning the unreasonableness 
of dissent from the doctrines of the 
established church, the critical 
reviewer, it appears, has charged 
him with the spirit of persecution, 
ranked him among the enemies of 
religious liberty, and ascribed his 
language to the influence of mer- 
cenary and disgraceful motives. 
Under these accusations, Dr. M. 
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has not been silent. In his letter 
to the critic, he disclaims with in. 
dignation the imputation of wish 
ing to exercise or recommend per- 
secution: he endeavours to show 
that he has said nothing which, as 
a protestant and a clergyman, he 
had not the privilege—nothing 
which, in his situation, it was not 
expedient—to declare. The charge 
of intolerance he retorts upon his 
censor: he asserts his firm cone. 
viction of the truth of the esta 
blished creed, and, both in his 
text and notes, offers a vindication 
of himself from certain attacks 
which have been made upon his 
personal views and conduct, 


(To be continued.) 


Art. II]. The Importance and Necessity of Learning to Christian 
Ministers. A Sermon, preached Tuesday, June 12, 1810, at 
Worship Street, before the General Baptists’ Annual Assembly. 
By George Smallfield. Published by Request. 8vo. pp. 33. Is. 


Eaton, 


This Sermon does great credit 
tothe preacher, and to the audi- 
tory who requested its publication. 
It applies particularly to the Ge- 
neral Baptists, whose want of 
well-educated ministers is becom. 
ing every day more apparent to 
themselves, We trust it will have 
the effect of arousing the denomi- 
hation to adequate exertions to 
supply a deficiency that threatens 
to be extremely hurttul to some 
of their congregations. 

There is one excuse for the neg- 
lectofed ucating ministers amongst 
the General Baptists, not noticed 
by the preacher; namely, that 
the Calvinists are educating mini- 


sters for them. We are not dis. 
posed to repress the hope that fre. 
quent conversions will take place 
in the teachers of religion from a 
less to & more rational system of 
faith ; but it surely is not wise in 
any people to rely tor articles of 
prime necessity upon imports from 
their neighbours. Besides, learned 
preachers, like great capitalists in 
trade, are wanted to ensure such 
asupply. And there is no danger 
of any sect having too many able 
teachers; for, as in trate, the 
supply creates a demand: ministers 
in a thousand instances create 
congregations. 
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ADDRESS 
To the Gentlemen whe composed the Mectine 
f carrying into effect the Plan of the 
Lancastrian S.hool, at Newcastle up n 
Tyne, March 23, 1810. 
Ye gen'rous patrons of the friendless 
race, 


Ye whom compassion’s noblest feelings 
grace, 

Ye who can feel for sorrows not your 
own, 

Whose bosoms yield to pity’s melting 
tone ; 

Blest be each effort which this day is 

made, 


The helpless child of penury to aid: 

May heav'n’s high King this day your 
meeting bless, 

And crown your virtuous wishes with 
success ! 

Ye, who have sigh'd when poverty’s 

lost child 

Has met your sight, untutor’d, rude and 
wild, 

Or wept when vice, of ignorance the 
fruit, 

Has nipt each fairer blossom to the root; 

Your breasts may now with gen'rous 
warmth expand; 

Now may you stretch the kind assisting 
hand, 

And at your word a fabric soon wiil rise, 

Form'd to delight the true-born patriot’s 
eyes 4 

Where the rude child of ignorance may 
learn 

The paths of truth and virtue to dis- 
cern; 

May, from a state unfeeling as the sod, 

Spring forth, the praise and glory of his 
Goc e 

You, who now meet to aid this gen’- 

rous cause, 

Be your's the mced of well deserv'd ap- 


ylause ; 

May that sweet inmate of the virtuous 
breast, 

A sclf-approving conscience, make you 
best; 

May pubiic good each gen'rous bosom 

ty 

May kindred love your ev'ry word in- 

spire ; 


Drive ev'ry ruder feeling from your mind, 
Aid nog cach thought b.acvolent and 
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TRY. 


Oh! let it with the bigot sectary rey 
For different creeds to quarrel and cop. 
test ; 
Far be all party spirit from your mind, 
But let one object ev'ry bosom bind; 
Nor let one tongue or thought or v@sh 
express, 
Save that blest wish—the helpless poor 


to bless. 

So on that day, when the great Judge 
of all 

Shall his assembling flock around him 
call, 


Be your’s the joy to hear the hapless race, 

Whom you had led to seek the paths of 
grace, 

Receive this joyful sentence for their 
doom, 

“ Ye bles-ed children of my Father, 
come.” 

And think *twas you who led their mind 
at first 

Through the dark shades of ignorance to 
burst; 

The saered word of God to read and 
know, 

To shun the dreadful paths of vice and 
woe; 

And learn by heav'n’s blest precepts how 
to rise 

To endless bliss in mansions of the shies, 





To the Editor of the Monthly Ref asitory, 
SIR, 

I think you will agree with me that 
the following “ Effusion,” written by 
the celebrated Sir Walter Raleigh, a lite 
tle before his execution, breathes both a 
pious and poetical spirit ; though it un- 
doudtedly partakes of the quaint ant- 
theses for which that age was so remark- 
able, and is tainted with doctrinal senti- 
ments which digrace and obscure the 
gospel of ~hrist. It is styled, 

Sin Wacrer RALEIGH's PitGRiMAct. 
Give me my ‘scallop shell of quiet, 

My staff of faich to walk upon, 

My scrip of joy, (immortal diet,) 

My bottle of salvation, 

My gown of glory, (hope’s true gages) 
And thus I'll take my pilgrimage. 
Blood must be my bodie’s only balmer, 

No othgr balm will there be giv 5 
Whil t my soul, like a quict palmer, — 

Traveileth towards the land of heav 




















Over the silver mountains, 
Where spring the nectar fountains ; 
There wil! I kiss 
The bow! of bliss, 
And drink mine verlasting fill 
On every milky hill. 

My sou! will be a-drv before, 
But after, it will thirst no more. 
Vil take them first 
To quench my thirst, 

And taste of nectar-suckets 
* At those clear wells 
Where sweetness dwells, 


Drawn up by saints in chrystal buckets. 


Then by that happy blestful day 

More peaceful pilgrims Tf shall see, 

That have cast off their rags of clay, 

And walk, apparell’d fresh, like me. 

And when our bottles, and all we 

Are fill’d with immortality ; 

Then the blessed parts we'll travel, 

Strow’d with rubies thick as gravel: 

Scalings of diamonds, sapphire flowers, 

High coral walls, and pearly bowers. 

From thence to heaven’s br beless hall, 

Where no corrupted voices brawl; 

No conscience molten into gold; 

No forg’d accuser bought or sold ; 

No cause deferr’d; no vain-spent jour- 
ney ; 

For there Christ is the king’s attorney, 
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Who pleads for all without degrees, 
And he hath anee/s, but no fees. 


And when the twelve grand million jury 
Of our sins, with direful fury, 

’Gainst our souls black verdicts give, 
Christ pleads his death, and then we live. 
Be thou my speaker, taintless pleader, 
Unblotted lawyer, true procecder: 
Thou would:st salvation, e’en for alms, 
Not with a bribed lawyer's palms. 


And this is mine eternal plea, 


* To uim that made heav'n, earth and sea, 


That since my flesh must die so soon, 

And want a head to dine next noon, 

Just at the stroke when my veins start 
and spread, 

Set on my soul an everlasting head. 

Then am U ready, like a palmer fit, 

To tread those paths of which before I 
writ. 

Of death and judgment, heav'n and hell, 

Who oft doth think, mustpeeds die well. 


The man, who, with eternity just be- 
fore him, could write in this manner, 
was, by his enemies and perseculors, 
called an atheist!!! B. 
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OBITUARY. 
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1810, April rr, of a fever, on board 
the Walthamstow, East Indiamen, on 
his return ‘rom Bengal, in the arst year 
of his age, Mr. JOHN TOWILL 
RUIT, jun. eldest son of Mr, J. 1. 
Rutt, Goswell Street. 

Man cometh forth like a flower, and is 
tut down, 

The Lord bath taken away—blessed be 
the name of the Lord. 

The sea shall give up the dead that are im 
tymend all shil! be made alive. R. 
t8t0, May 18, aged 75 years, at 
Dever, Mr. JOHN IGGLESDEN. He 
was a native of Tenterden, where he 
Was brought up in agricultural employ- 
ment. Beng 18 years of ace, he went 
to sez, and becominz the master of a 
vessel, heanade several voyages to the 
United States. In the course of this 
employment, he was three times nearly 
owned, being taken up each time in 
tll human sobabilivy dead. The last 
‘mance of his escape and recovery was 
VOL. y, 3 


so extraordinary, and impressed his mind 
with such a sen-e of an overruling Pros 
vidence, that he used to observe the ane 
niversary of that day asa day of fasting 
and pious thanksgiving until the last 
year of hi life. He quitted the sea in 
the year 1770, when he came to Dover; 
and having « ngayeda share in the batbe 
ing machinesandhcrring fishery, heunited 
himself to the General Baptist Society 
meeting in that town, dlothe year 1781, 
he was chacen a deacon of tha? congre- 
gation. {lis character as a member of 
<ociety was traly exeniplary, beiny well 
known in the own . nd eeighbourhood, 
He was so universaily respected, thate 
even envy and ii-nature were scarcely 
known (o lift up an arm agains him. 
Mr..1 had for some years retired 
from business. and having a large family, 
all of whom were married and settled in 
the neighbourhood, he passed a great 
portion of his time in going from house 
to house to administer that counsel which: 
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but too seldom succeeds with young peo- 
ple. Burt the subject of our memoir had 
the happiness to perceive that his labours 
were pot in vain; and his attention to 
the widows with their infant families, 
which the course of Providence threw 
under his protection, afforded a striking 
roof of his paternal benevolence. Hav- 
ing been for the jast two years visibly 
breaking in his constitution, he was se- 
veral months confined to his bed, where 
he enjoyed the kind visits of a large cir- 
cle of Iriends, amongst the most con- 
stant of whom was the very worthy 
clergyman of the establishment in whose 
arish he resided. On the Sunday fol- 
owing his decease, a sermon was preach- 
ed on the occasion from those words of 
Paul which he had selected for the pur- 
se, “ There remraineth, therefore, a rest 
for the people of God.” A large and re- 
spectable audience attended, whose tears 
were mixed with those of his surviving 
relatives. Indeed, all who knew him 
were struck with his venerable appear- 
ance, admired the primitive simplicity 
of his manners, and entertain an un- 
feigned respect for his memory, 
D ver B. M. 
1810, May 20, inthe 78th year of 
his age, the Rev. THOMAS ROBINS, 
of Daventry, Northamptonshire. He 
was born in the year 1732, at the villa 
of Keysoe, in Bedfordshire, where his fa- 
ther, a respectable farmer, lived to an 
advanced age. He was a man of a su- 
ior understanding and exemplary pi- 
we who brought upa uemnetons fnliy 
in a reputable manner. This his third 
son, being early inclined to literary pur- 
suits andto the office of the ministry, 
among Protestant dissenters, had the 
principal pert of his mar education 
at Woolaston, in Northamptonshire, 
which he finished under Mr. (afterwards 
Dr.) Aikin, who, for many ycars, kept 
a i hool at Kibworth, near 
Market Harborough. From thence, at 
the usual age, he removed to Northamp- 
ton, where he entered on a course of 
academical studies under the superinten- 
. Dod- 


» t751,) the Rev. Caleb Ash- 
Daventry, was chosen princi- 
tutor, whom the doctor had 


Mr Robins, with several others of the 
students. (among whom was the late Rey, 
Nathaniel White, of the Old Jewry,) pur 
sued and fini hed his studies. 

In these several situations it was ob. 
served, that he was greatly beloved by 
his fellew pupils, for his amiable temper, 
and much distinguished by his tutors, as 
a _— of very promising abilities and 
diligent application, as well as of a truly 
pious disposition ; so that high expecta. 
tions were then entertained of him and 
it is wellknown to many acquainted with 
him, especially to those who attended 
his ministry, that those expectations were 
not disappointed. 

The fixe congregation in which he 
statedly exercised the ministerial office 
was at Stretton, in Warwickshire, which 
was about the year 1756, and shortly 
after he married a daughter of Mr. Clark, 
of Attleborough, near Nuneaton, who 
died some years before him. Though 
he received ordination to the pastoral of- 
fice while he was at Stretton, not con- 
sidering that as a situation for any long 
continuance, such was his delicate sense 
of honour, that he would not suffer the 
congregation to be at the expense at- 
tending it, but took it upon himself. 

In the year 1761, he received an una 
nimous and pressing invitation from 4 
— at West-Bromwich, i 
Staffordshire, which he was induced to 
accept; and there he continued about 
fourteen years, much béloved by his peo 
ple, and highly acceptable as a pracher 
im the neighbouring congregations, % 
weilas greatly respected by their mur 
sters. Indeed, he had so many friends 
and agreeable connections in that popu- 
lous district, and found his services # 
acceptable and useful, that his situation 
was extremely pleasant te himself, 
he felt no inclination to leave it, but con- 
sidered himself as fixed for life. Pro 
vidence, however, had otherwise deter 
mined. 

Upon the death of the cm Dr. Ash 
w » of Daventry, in the year 1775 
the trustees of oan academy islonediately 
thought of Mr. Robins, as his successor; 
and all the friends of that institutio? 
who were acquainted with him, concu™ 
red in the opinion that he was the fittest 
person to undertake the office of divinity 
tutor in that inary. He also 
itable to 
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ieation was soon made to him for both sabbath at Kettering, and to supply that 
these purposes. larxe congregation, under the care of Mr. 
But he was so attached to his present Toller, who had been one of his pupils, 
situation, and was possessed of so much he was prevailed upon to preach a third 
humility and diffidence, that he was ex- time, though he had a cold upon him. 
tremely averse to listen to the proposal, This extraordinary exertion brought on 
and for a time appeared resolutely d-ter- him a hoarseness, which, for want of 
mined against accepting it. At length, timely care in desisting from pubiic ser- 
however, by the persevering importunity vices, continued to inc: ease, till it issued 
of his friends, who were concerned for the in the total Jo.s of his voice; for the re- 
welfare of the academy, and particuiarly covery of which al the best means that 
ofthe Rev. Mr Job Orton,* to whose were used proved ineffectual. Being thus 
judgment he had always paid great defe- ren tered incapab'e, not rp | of conduct- 
rence, who urged the great importance of ing the pub ic worship of the —— 
the situation in point of usefulness to the tion, but of delivering lectures to his pu- 
interest of learning and religion among pil., he resizned both these offices, in 
the Dissenters, he was induced to sacrifice the year 1781. Though the patrons of 
his inclination to a sense of duty; nothiig the academy wished hun to contiaue in 
short of which they who best know him the family, merely to superintend the 
were persuaded would have influenced bus:ness< of it, and generously «fered to 
him to such a change of situation, and provide all the assistance which should 
to venture upon so new and difficult a “ found nevessary, such was his deli- 
sphere of action, the thought of which cacy, that he thouht it his duty to with- 
for a considerable time filied his mind draw himself entirely froma station, the 
with terror. duties of which he was no loner able to 
Having, however, once decided, and discharge, much to the re.ret of all with 
being conscious of no improper motive, whom he had been connected 
he applied himself with great assiduity | Not having property sufficient to sub- 
to oe for the arduous duties which sist upon without some other employs 
lay before him, in ahumble dependence ment, having greatly diminished what 
upon the divine aid. And how well he he once possessed by his liberality to 
was qualified for the work of atutor, to some of his relations, he took a shop in 
which he was 50 much averse, howably the town, and engaged in the business 
he tulfililed the duties of that important of a bookseller and druggist; from which, 
office, how much he was revered and be- through the blessing of Providence and 
loved by his pupils, many yet living, who the :espect of the whole neighbourhood, 
had the privilege of being under his care, he derived a comfortable su though 
will bear a willing testimony. And he no great emolument, And in this em 
him self had the pleasure to find, what he ployment he continued, with great hu- 
Was constrained on a short trial to ac- mility and contentment. to the last. 
ledge, that the difficulties of the Though not robust, he in general en- 
ce were far less, and the encourage- joyed a tolerable share of health and spi- 
ments far greater, than he had imayined, rits, till he began to fecl the usual in 
academy under his superintendence mities of advancing age ; which increased 
continued to flourish, and he was instru- more rapidiy in the last year of his \ife, 
mental in supplying the churches with and at length he was reduced to such a 
ministers who did him honour, state of imbecility, chat, though not 
aad who proved useful in the situations destitute of the comforts of religion, he 
@ which they were fixed His church wished for his dismissson, 
and congregation also continued in a The dissenters in Daventry having no 
Pro-perous state. burying-ground, hi. remains were in- 
_ but this bright scene was of short con- terred in that of the ere on 
Unuance, and a dark cloud soon over- Friday, May 25, which were attended to 
shadowed it. He had not occupied this the grave by seven of the neighbouring 
P gra 
mpertant and useful station more than ministers, all of whom held him in the 
about six years, before it pleased God, in highest esteem; besides Mr. Watson, the 
* mysterious Providence, to lay him pastor of the church in which he had for- 
om his work both as a minister merly presided, and whose ministry he 
“ed atutor, Having occasion to spend a constantly attended, so long as he was 


* See his Letters to Dissenting Ministers, and particularly those to Mr. Robins. 
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able, who had enjoyed the happiness of 


being one of his pupils And the pro- 
cession was attended by a number of as 
sincere mourners as ever followed a 
corpse tothe grave. 

Mr. Watson prea hed the funeral scT- 
mon on the Lord’s day following, toa 
crowded auditory. ‘The substance has 
been pub ished, together with a Me- 
moir, from which this article 1. ex- 
tracted. ‘ihe Rev. Mr. Toller, who 
had a peculiar intimacy with Mr. Ro- 
bins, from the time that he finished his 
studies uncer his direction to the last pe- 
riod of his life, delivered a pathetic dis- 
course to his own coneregation at Ket. 
tering, on the Sabbath following the in- 
terment, on 2 Kings u. 12. My father, 
my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 
horsemen tl cof &c. when, after a just 
encomium on the virtues of the de-ocased, 
he added,—* There may have been more 
brilliant, striking, nay u-eful characters ; 
but taking him altogether, and on-idere 
ing his character as a whole, it was the 
most consistent, accurate and complete 
that lever Knew. Many a time have | 
left his company with this reflectien,— 
Surely this is the disciple whom Fesus 
lowes.’ ‘lhe cleryyman also, w ho offi- 
ciated at Mr. Robiw’s funeral. ‘bore an 
honourable testimony to his worth, in 
the presen e of a large company of at- 
tendants at the house of mourning. 

Though Mr. Robins wa, peculiarly 
quaiitied to instruct the public,so low was 
his estimete of his own talents, that he 
never pub ished any ching with his name, 
except an Abriagimen: of a large manu- 
script treatise of Mr. Matthew Henry 
on Baptism, in the posses: ion of his two 
Gaughrers, who were members of the 
church of which Mr. R. was pastor at 
Wet-Bromwich, and at the request of 
several who had perused it, who just y 
thought it too prolix. This Abridgment 
was executed in a manner that dia great 
credit to his jud.ment. The only piece 
of hi. own con position, was drawn up 
at the earnest request of a friend, for 
“The Protestant Dissenter's Magazine,” 
and this was anonymous, viz. “ Memoirs 
of the Rev. Thomas Stu ange,” minister 
at Kilsby, in Nor hamptonshire ; which 
was aficrwards pretived, with some small 
alterations, to a volume of Mr. Stranec’s 
Posthumous Sermons. And it has been 
commended by the best judges, as a 
Very interesting and instructive piece of 
biog aphy, which showed with w hat ad- 
a he might have appeared as an 

AULAOT, 


\fter he was laid aside from his publis 
services, he was often solicited by some 
judicious friends, to publi-h a volume o 
two of bis Sermons; but so low was the 
opinion which he entertained of them, 
that he could not be prevailed upon to do 
it. A friend, some short time since, ree 
quested his permission to selest a small 
number from his manuscripts, and to 
print only a few copies for the private 
use of himself and some of his acquaint. 
ance, offering to defray the whole es- 
pense; but he would by no means yield 
his consent. ‘This may, perhaps, be 
censured, as carrying the virtue of hu. 
mility to a culpable extreme. 

This Obituary of this excellent man 
shall close with an encomium of him al- 
ready before the public; than which 
scarcely any thing can be conceived to 
afford a stronger testimony to his worth, 
It is from the pen of the Rev ‘Lhomas 
Belsham, who had the best opportunity 
for appreciating his virtues and his t& 
lents, from his intimate connexion with 
him, both in the academy and the con 
gregation; and it was written long alter 
that change in his own theological sys- 
tem, on account of which he honourably 
quitted his connexion with both.—!n hus 
‘* Discourse at Hackney, on the resigta 
tion of his office there, May §, 16°}, 
Bir. Belsham has the fo!lowing note. 

“ Inthe year 1781, I was appointed 
by Mr Coward's Trustees, tutor of the 
academy at Daventry, in succession (0 
the Rev. ‘Thomas Robins, who was, in 
consequence of the loss of his voice, Um 
der the necessity of resigning that ho- 
nourable and important situation, wre? 
for seve al ycars after the death of Dr. 
Ashworth, he had filled with great Te 
putation, acceptance, amd success. the 
uncommon talents and virtues ol this 
most excellent person, (who, 1 trust, 
will pardon me tor introducing his name 
on this occa.ion,) can only be exce 
by that extraordiuary degree of h 
lity and self-diflidence, which, uniorte 
nately for the world, has cunfined w# 
in comparatively a very hmut ‘d sphere, 
the beneticial influence of those verte 
acquisitions, of that singular f.cAy . 
communicating instruction, and of that 
eminent exampie of rational prety, 9 
in a more public and consp cuous r 
tion, might have been productive O° 
miost signal benefit to manku d. ‘ 

1810, Sunday, June 10, died, age? ~ 
SARAH, youngest daughter of tie 
Rev. Edward PROWITT, Ua 
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Baptist minister, in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, of whom see a Memoir in the 
Monthly Mag. for August, 1802,) who 
closed a short but amiable life in the ex- 
ercise of calm and patient acquiescence 
under the pains of a lingering disease, 
and of cheerful reliance on the accom- 
plichment of the promises and hopes of 
the gospel. 

1810, June 10, at Manchester, the 
Rev. Dr. Barnes, of Manchester, in the 
64th year of his aye, 

1810, On Friday, June 29, died, in 
the goth year of her age, Mrs. LOVE- 
DAY MAJOR, wife of Mr. Robert 
Major, ot Pool. About twenty-four 
hours before her death, she was deliver- 
ed of a son, who survived but a short 
time. An affectionate husband and five 
children romain to feel and lament this 
serious deprivation of Providence. ‘The 
estimation in which she was held, the 
suddenness of the event, and the idea of 
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a young family left destitute of maternal 
care and tenderness, awakened, in an ex- 
traordinary manner, the sensibility and 
regret of all ranks, even where there was 
no personal acquaintance. She was ine 
terred in the famny vault, in the burying 
ground of the Old Unitarian Meeting- 
house, on Wednesday, July 4, anda 
funeral sermon was preached on the 
Sunday following, seers pores iv. 13,24. 
to a very numeious and respectable au- 
dience, 

Mis. M. possessed very superior na- 
tural abilities, which were considerably 
impreved by reading. Her sentiments 
on religion were those entertained by 
Unitanans; and lately, she has often exe 
pressed to several of her fricnds the great 
satisfaction and comfort which she de- 
rived from the inestimable writings of 
the late Mr. Lindsey and Dr. Priestley. 

Pool, Fuly 14, 1810. R. 3. 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


QUAKERS’ YEARLY MEETING, 


The Epistle from the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, front 
the 23d of the Fifth Month, to the 1st of the Sixth Month, 1810, inclusive, 
To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ireland, 


and Elsewhere. 


Dear Friends, 

In turning our minds towards saluting 
you with an cpistle, and particularly as 
the subject came more closely under at- 
tention, an encouragement was felt, 
which induces us to believe that in so 
doing we shali be in the way of our 
duty: and when that precious love 
which binds together the various mem- 
bers of the spiritual body is in dominion, 
this duty is free.y fulfilled. And as the 
colleeted churci: of Christ, gathered into 
his name, and baptised imo his -pirit, 
must abide under this powerful influence 
to guide its procecdings; so also the 
members, in cheir separate allotments, 
can find no surer means of being pre- 
served, each in the way of his own du- 
ty, or of contributing, cach his share, to 
the common welfare, than by experi- 
encing “the Love of God” renewedly 


* Rom. v. 5, t Isa, alii, 24. 





“ shed abroad in their hearts."* But 
we know that the love of earthly things 
too often prevails, the harmony of even 
religious society is interrupted, yea even 
many become spiritually “ robbed and 
spoiled.’+ Dear friends, all of you who 
may hear or read this our tender saluta- 
tion, let us address you in the language 
of the evangeli al prophet, “ Arise, 
shine :"} you to whose hearts the Lord, 
in his never-failing meicy, may direct 
the words of his servants, which of you 
can , say that your * light is” not 
“come?’’§ Let it then be displayed in 
conduct. Keep in view the two «vcat 
commandments ot perpetual obliy aon; 
the love of God, and the lov o! our 
neighbour. ‘ihe latter is the y d of 
our Christian discipline, and th- tomer 
is the life of our spuitua, wor-h » id 
we are persuaded thet if, al “ue 
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redeeming power of the Lord, and by attention in the present day were, Dy. 
continuing in his fear and under his gui- pication. Remember, dear visited 
dance, we become settied in these holy friends, that when Christ invites you to 
dispe ition. —if, to use other words, submit to his yoke, he declares it to be 
with gratitude, watchfulness, and low- easy ; while the yoke of disobedience is 
liness of mind, we improve these holy known tobe heavy. Thus, while we 
ift. of grace, they will never be t. ken are —— you to faithfulness, by the 
on us; but wall remain and expand, losses which we are ready to deplore, in 
when the vei! o! flesh shall be removed, the departure of servants and of hand. 
and a nearer access be opened to the maids; and by the joy that opened on 
Fountam of Love, in a blissful iumor- their view as they were entering on that 
tality nearer union with their Lord; with 
At these annual assemblies, when we Him “ of whom thc whole family in 
are receiving accounts of the state of the heaven and earth is named ;"* we may 
meetings which this Yearly Meeting truly say, Brethren, Sisters, “ ye are 
superintends we have too often occasion all «al'cd unto liberty,”f even “ the 
of g ief, in hearing of defects whi h do glerious liberty of the children of God."$ 
net compet with a people professing to And it ic with thankfulness that we pere 
be spiricually minded Such are from ceive, as also we hinted last year, that 
various quarters teperied to us this ve-y many of our beloved young friends 
year. Yet we are rot disposed to enu- of both sexes, seem sensible that the 
merate them now, though we can rea- Lord’s preparing hand is upon them. 
di'y trace their vrigin. Put let us ree How then do we desire that these may 
mind every one amongst us, that it is persevere in the path of dedication ; yea, 
better to be willing to trace each the that in their love and service, they may 
origitt of bis own defect, than to com- “ goon from strength to strength ;'"§ un- 
pose his mind by pacntys | it a small til, having fulfilled their due measure 
one. The more we can abide under a of suffering, every one of them may 
sense of our own wants, the readier and “* appear” with final acceptance “ before 
the more carnestly shall we apply for God in Zion.” | 
help to Him upon whom heip is laid. | The amount of the sufferings reported 
And probebly the natural unwillinene.s this year on account of tithes, priests’ 
there is in the crcature to feel in itself 2 demands, and those calied church rates, 
testimory to its own unworthincss, is and for military demands, is upwards of 
one great reason why no more are raised twelve thousand six hundred and seventy- 
up as testimony-bearers to the Lord's eight pounds. In our last year’s epistle 
all-eufficiency and goodness. It can we adverted to the imprisonment of a 
scarcely be denied, that faithful labour. few young men, under the militia laws, 
ers in his vineyard are still wanting. and expressed our apprehension that more 
We noticed, in our last year’s epistle, cases of that kind would follow. Our 
the removal of many, who, according belief of the attachment of many of our 
to our pewer of spiritual perception, youth to their peaceable testimony, im 
might bear chat appcliation ‘The infor. duced this pont. won and it has 
mation of the pcsent year has added to verified by the confinement of several 
the ‘ist of the dead, who, we doubt not, more or account of the local militia, 
have ded in the Lord; and isa repeated of one for the common militia Th 
cailto the hving to look well to their these temporary sacrifices of liberty 
foundations This call also has additional monstrate a dispos:tion which en 
force, when we com ider that other faithe them to our hearts; neverthcless, we 
ful servants are verging to the same so- cannot forget that they are yet but in 
lemn period: a period which, thoush to beginning of their course of devotedness ; 
them it may be unspeakably blessed, and, as is the case in various ways 
wili deprive the church of their labours, many others of our precious youth, we 
and of the secret travail, sympathy, and now only “ girding on the harness. 
prayer of their spirits If, dear youth, you are allowed to re 
It is certain'y not easy to compress ceive a peace reward for your 
the wauts of the church in one cumpre- submission to duty, gratitude prompts 
hensive term; but it seems as if one of you still to keep your eye to your hol 
the watch-words, peculiarly worthy of guide, for f manifestations of his 


Eph.iii ss. ¢Galv.23.  $Rom,viiaz, § Ps, Ixxxiv. 7. Ibid. 
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will, and for further proofs of his pro- 
tecting care. And know assuredly, that 
if your days are prolonsed to a period at 

nt remote, and you are preserved 
in the fear of the Lord, these, and all 
your morning acts of humble attach- 
ment to his cause, will be sweet in your 
remembrance. 

We have received at this time epistles 
from all the North American Yearly 
Meetings; in which, besides the general 
vigilance over the welfare of the socicty, 
we find a continuance of attention to the 
same objects of more general concern, 
which we mentioned last year ; namely, 
thestate of the black people still held as 
slaves, and the measures employed for 
civilizing the (ndian natives. ‘The 
Epistle from Ireland has been particu- 
larly grateful to us, and we have not 
hiiled to testify our unity with friends in 
that nation by a few affectionate words 
of reply. Living as we do under the 
ame government, and above all profess- 
ing the same holy and uniting principle, 
we are inclined at this time to commend 
our friends of the sister nation, to the 
continued cordial remembrance of their 
brethren on this side the channel. 

Now, dear friends, we would mention 
one subject which at this time has been 
under our notice; a caution to all, to 
use moderation in their manner of living ; 
and in this way to seck relief from the 
increasing expense of the times in which 
we live, rather than by engaging in more 
extensive and often Sapesdoen schemes 
m trade. By these latter means the 
mind becomes encumbered and unfit.ed 
for religious service, yea, often foi reli- 
gious thought, and for breathing daily 

er the spiritual riches which are to be 
tajoyed in close communion with God. 
And let us beseech you to consider how 

from the state, which endeavours 
to stand resigned to give up all, if re- 
quired, is that state which indulges it- 
velf in case to the full extent of its power, 
 isendeavouring, by multiplied adven- 
‘ures in trade, to acquire that power, 
waich it covets for the purpose of world- 

‘hjoyment. We bilicve, however, 
ind we are glad in belicving, that there 
‘fe numbers who act upon sounder prin- 
“iples than these ; who Rioutae. as saith 
wm ipostle, that “ the fashion of this 

pa 


sseth away,”’* are really desirous 


* x Cor, vii. 31. 
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of using © this world as not abusing it ” 
These, we would encourage to hold on 
in the way cast up before them, trustin 
in the Lord, who hath declared thar al] 
things necessary will be given to those 
who seek first his kingdom. T’u- trust- 
ing, and endeavouring to apply to him 
in secret supplication, in the difficulties 
that must in a state of probation be the 
lot of all, we may herabil hope that, in 
our several proportions, we shal! + grow 
in the truth’ individually; and that, 
coming up in our allotments in the 
church militant, our various mectings 
will also, whether more or less as to 
number, experience among them a 
‘ growth in the truth.’ 

But, dear friends, there is one attain- 
ment which, at this time, we are earnest 
to remind you of; an attainmeat, with- 
out which no other gift can he perma. 
nent and certain. We want to press on 
you the never ceasing duty of humility 
and lowiiness of mind. Even our blessed 
Lord declared himselfto be * meek and 
lowly in heart;” and can any one, ex- 

cting salvation by him, be ex>mpt 
| ae the need of possessing the same 
holy temper? However great the ta- 
lents with which he may have endowed 
us by nature, or however he may repie- 
nish our souls with the more excellent 
gifts of his Holy Spirit, till we have no- 
thing which we have not received; and 
we can have no sound reason fox setting 
at nought the least of our brethren—tor 
whom, let us remember, equally as for 
us, Christ died. Let us then, dear 
friends, be willing to examine ourseives, 
and know whether we are indeed hum- 
ble followers of alowly-minded, though 
omnipotent Saviour. If we feei a defi- 
ciency of humility, let us pray for an in- 
crease, and for assistance to check the 
springings up of its dreadful opposite, 
Pride ; and if we are not without some 
ground of hope that we are endowed, 
in good degree, with an humble heart, 
we shall certainly be encourayed still to 
supplicate for its continuance. Finaily, 
dear friends, wiiecthe., with the beloved 
disciple, we address you 4s lathers, or 
as young men; whether, without regard, 
of sex or station, our love in Christ now 
salutes the aged or the rising generation ; 
remember, that it is “ the meek whom 
the Lord will teach his way:"+ and 


¢ Peal. xxv. 9. 
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thus taught, and receiving with un- 
reserving heart, the holy doctrine, 


« Grace and peace’ will be multiplied 


“ from God our Father, and the Lord 


Jesus Christ.”** 


Signed in and on behalf of the 
Meeting 
JOHN WILKINSON, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year 


— ame awe 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 


BAPT 


The annual association of the Welsh 
Unitarian General Baptists, was held on 
Tuesday the 29th and Wednesday the 
3oth of May last, at Langyndeirn, in 
the county of Caermarthen, On Tues- 
day evening, the service was began by 
the Rev. Benjamin Lewis, who read 
the Scriptures and orayed. ‘The Rev. 
Thomas Jenkins then preached from 
2 Cor. iv. t. and the Rev. Wililram: Mor- 
ris from Acts v. 41. 42, and concluded 
with prayer. On Wednesday morning 
the Rev. Timothy Davies began the ser- 
vice by reading the scriptures and pray- 
er. The Rev. Evan Lloyd preached 
from Heb, xii. 3, and the Rev. David 
Oliver from Matth. xxii. 37, and con- 


WEESH UNITARIAN 


ISTS. 


cluded with prayer. After this acon 
ference was held, which afforded aj 
preseat the highe-t satistaction. It ap. 
peared that Unitarianism had continued 
to make a rapid progress 
neral Baptists, there being now in south 
Wales not less than 12 Unitarian Baptist 
congregations, Some conversation was 
introduced onthe subject of the Unita- 
rian Fuad, and the best method to be 
adoptedin aid of its proceed 
bur the subject was dropp. 
derstanding, that it should be brought 
forward at the annual meeiuag of the 
Welsh Unitarian Book Sociciy, about 
to take place. 
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SOUTIL WALES UNITARIAN BOOK SOCIETY. 


The South Wales Unitarian Book So- 
ciety held its annual meeting on Wed- 
nesday the 20th and ‘Thursday the 2tst 
of June; the former day at Pant-y- 
defaid, and the latter at L}w yn-y-Groes,f 
in Caermarthen hire. The Rev. John 
Evans, of Uchester, began te servic 
on Tuesday evening by readin- and 
prayer. He was followed by cle Pev. 
Benjamin Phillips, who preached from 
Matt, xxii. 42. and the Rev. D. Oliver. 
of Gellionnen, who preached from \Viark 
xvi. 15, and concluded with prayer. 
On Thursday morning, the Rev. D. 
Oliver began the service with reading 
and prayer, The Rev. Thomas Davis, 
of Lamport, then preached from Ro- 
mans t. 16, andthe Rev. John Evans, of 
Hehester, from Philippians iii. 8, and con- 
cluded the service with prayer. 

After the service,the society proceeded 
to business. The proceedings of the 
committee for the past year were ap- 
proved ; it was resolved to encourage the 


*Rom. i. 7. 


Rev. John James to publish his three 
tracts on the Doctrine of the Atonement, 
which were announced as ready for th 
press; and also to encourage the Rev. 
Thomas Evans to pub.ish a small vo 
lume of original hymas (in Welsh) for 
Unitarian worship. The next meeting 
was fixed to be held at Neath; preachers, 
the Rev. John James and the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Phillips 

Some reculations were proposed and 
seceded to, (part of them, however, 
subject to the onsideration of the com- 
mittee of the Un itarianFund,) for the dil- 
fusion of Unitarianism through the Prt 
cipality by mean- of preaching It we 
pronosed to divide South Wales inte 
three districts: cach district to be vist 
four times a year by the ministers alter 
natcly, two at a time. The muniste 
to be employed in these mi sions are see 
as are acknowledged by the Unitarae 
body, and taken indiscriminately from 
both Peedo and Anti-peedo Baptists 


t These two mecting-houses are about seven miles apart, and are both uncf 
the pastoral charge of the Rev. John James, a very respectable and zealous Un 


tarian minister. 
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SOUTHERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 


The anniversary of the Southern Uni- 
tarian society was held at Poole, Dorset- 
shire, on Wednesday, 27th of June. 
Public worship was performed in the 
Old Unitarian meeting-house, in Hill 
Street. The Rev. Russel Scott began 
the interesting service with prayer and 
reading the Scriptures; and the Rev. 
W. Blake, of Crewkerne, preached a 
most excellent and impressive sermon 
from Rom. xiv. 5, latter part; the pub- 
lication of which is anxiously expected. 
In the evening, the Rev. T. Howe, of 


Bridport, delivered a very animated and 
appropriate discourse from Mark xii. 
28,29, which was received with the 
highest approbation by all present. * 

For the respectability of this meeting, 
we are obliged to very few of the non- 
resident members. 

Six new members were added to the 
society. J. Kirkpatrick, esq has resigned 
the office of treasurer, which now de- 
volves on the secretary, J. Fullagar, esq. 

R. SEAWARD. 





NORTHERN UNITARIAN BOOK SOCIETY, 


The annual meeting of the members 
of the Northern Unitarian Book Society, 
and the associated ministers of the coun- 
ties of Nottingham, Derby, and the 
south of Yorkshire, was held at Sheffield, 
on the 27th of June last. The morning 
service was conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Townsend, of Elland, and Mr. Taylor, 
of Nottingham ; and that in the even- 
ing by the Rev. Mr. Davies, of Belper, 
and Mr, Jones, of Duffield. 

Two excellent and appropriate dis- 
courses were delivered on the occasion. 
The first by Mr. Taylor, the subject of 
which was taken from the roth chap. 
of Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and 





the second verse ; the last, by Mr. Jones, 
was founded on the 15th verse of the 
3d chap. in the Revelations. 

The meeting was respectably attend- 
ed; and we are happy to inform the 
public, that the book society is in a very 
flourishing condition. Some new sub- 
scribers were added to the list already 
printed, and the Rev. Mr. Meanley, of 
Stannington, has accepted the office of 
secretary for the ensuing year. 

The next meeting will be held at 
Derby, on the last Wednesday in the 
month of June, 1811. The gentlemen 
pointed to preach are the Rev. Mr. 
ownsend and Mr. Whitelegg. N. P, 


LINCOLNSHIRE AND CAMBRIDGESHIRE UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION. 


On Wednesday, June 27, the associ- 
ated Unitarian ministers, in Lincoln. 
shire and Cambridgeshire, and several 
of their friends from different congrega- 
tions, met at Lution, in the former 
county, and had a public service in the 
evening. Mr. Wright, of Wisbeach, 
opened the meeting, by reading the 
Scriptures and a short address, explana- 
tory of the character and design of the 
association. Mr, Grundy, of Notting- 
ham, performed the devotional 
the service, and Mr. Vidler, from Lon- 
don, preached on the good cenfession 
of our Lord before Pilate, John xviii. 37. 

the discourse he clearly showed that 

truth spoken of in the text intends 
the gospel; that the end of Christ’s be- 
img born and the object of his mission, 
was, that he might testify and confirm 
the truth of God as contained in the 


* It would afford great gratification 


gospel; that his coming into the world 
meant his entering on his public mini- 
stry; and that his death was not the 
principal, but subordinate cnd of his 
coming, as it arose from his faithful ex- 
ecution of his mission, and confirmed 
his testimeny. 

On Thursday, June 28, the associa- 
tion was held, and the services were nu- 
mercusly attended. Mr. Worsley, of 
Lincoln, read the Scriptures, and per- 


of formed the devotional part of the service, 


which began at eleven o'clock. A dou- 
ble lecture was delivered by Mr. Vidler 
and Mr, Grundy. The former preached 
an excellent discourse on mystery: he 
was peculiar! happy in his illustrations 
of the absurdity of the popular Sotions 
about teaching and believing mysteries, 
and in explaining the scri mean- 
ing of the term ; the lateer with 


to all his friends, and particularly to the 


‘gation in Poole, if Mr. H. would permit his Sermom to accompany Mr. 


Blake's before the public. 
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a very suitable discourse on the simple 
humanity of Christ; in which he with 
much clearness and ability refuted the 
objections of Trinitarians, and explained 
the various passages of Scripture which 
are quoted in support of the Trinity, the 
Deity of Christ, his equality with the 
Father, and his pre-existence. Mr. 
Thomas, of Horncastle, concluded the 
service with prayer. At two o'clock, 
the ministers and their friends dined to- 
gether, to the number of seventy-three. 
After dinner several sentiments were 
given from the chair, which occasioned 
various addresses to be made to the com- 
pany by Messrs. Vidler, Grundy, Platts, 
Worsley, Gisborne, and Wright, which 
seemed deeply to interest and much to 
animate the company. The whole af- 
ternoon was employed in a manner 
highly calculated to promote the great 
cause of Christian truth, by inspiring 
ardent zeal, brotherly affection, and un- 
wearied exertions, in its support and 
promotion. 

Public service began in the evening 
at seven o'clock. Mr. Gisborne, of So- 
ham, read the Scriptures, delivered an 
introductory address, (in which he show- 
ed that Jesus and his apostles were strict 
Unitarians,) and performed the devo- 
tional part of the service. Mr. Grundy 
delivered another discourse on the hu- 


manity of Christ, in which he place 
the subject before his hearers in a mog 
clear and convincing light. Mr. Platts 
concluded the service with a Very suita- 
ble prayer. 

The writer of this account cannot re. 
frain from expressing the high satisfac. 
tion and strong emotions of pleasure he 
feels on the present occasion. He re 
members the time when he knew not 
where to look for an Unitarian in the 
district where this association is esta. 
blished ; and the forming one Unitarian 
congregation seemed to him attended 
with almost insuperable difficulties: but 
what has God wrought! He has lived 
to see, in this district, several congre- 
gations of well-informed Unitarians, 
and a numerous and respectable associa 
tion established; and he could almost 
say, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de 
part in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation; but he rather prays, Lord, 
let thy servant live to see far 
things, to see the whole Jand filled with 
thy glory. R. W. 

N.B. Out of regard to the infant 
cause at Soham, the Wisbeach friends 
relinquish their claim to have the asoci- 
ation in that town next year, and it will 
be held atSoham: the Rev. W. Vidler, 
the Rev. R. Aspland, and the Rev. T. 
Rees, are expected to be the preachers, 





MANCHESTER NEW COLLEGE REMOVED TO YORK. 


On Wednesday the 27th and Thurs- 
day the 28th of June, the annual exami- 
nation was held of the students educated 
in this institution, in the presence of the 
following gentlemen : Robert Bakewell, 
esq. of Wakefield. John Bostock, M.D. 
of Liverpool, Abraham Crompton, esq. 
of Chorley, Thomas Johnson, esq. of 
Holbeck, Mr. Samuel Marsland, of 
Manchester, Robert Philips, esq. of the 
Park, near Do. T. B. W. Sanderson, 
Esq. of Chewbent, Joseph Strutt, esq. 
of Derby, Robert Taylor, M. D. and 
Mr. Turner, of Bolton, Mr. William 
Wood, of Leeds, Mr. G. W. Wood, of 
Manchester, Treasurer, and the Rev, 
Messrs. Hawkes of Dukinfield, Higgin- 
son of Stockport, Holland of Bolton, 
Jobnstone of Wakefield, Madge of Bury 
St. Edmunds, Shepherd of Gatacre, Se- 
vern of Hull, Smelhurst of Monton, 
Tate of Chorley, Watson of Whitby, 
and Turner of Newcastle, Visitor. On 
the former day, the first three classes 
wete examined in the Greek and Roman 


classics, in mathematics and thei Fe 
cation to natural arpa in 
and the philosophy of the human mind; 
and the students in the second and third 
class delivered orations on appropriate 
subjects chosen by themselves. On the 
latter, the third, fourth and fifth classes 
went through a complete examination @ 
ethics, the evidences of natural and re 
vealed religion, in the languages of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in the sources and 
rules of biblical criticism, with p 
exemplifications; and delivered sermom 
and critical discourses, which were tt 
ceived with the high approbation of 
who were present. the examins- 
tion, the visitor, in the ard 9 
trustees, expressed their sa 

the specimens which the students at larg 
had exhibited of their diligence and gr 
proficiency, and also in the report 
their tutors had given of their the 
and even exemplary conduct thro ihe 
whole of the session ; distributed 1 
prizes, which had been proposed for 
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graordinary regularity, diligence and pro- 
ficiency, in the students of the first three 


to Mr. Thomas Compton Holland, 
of Manchester, Mr. Hugh Ker, of Hull, 
and Mr. Joseph Ashton, of Stockport ; 
and concluded by returning thanks to 
the students of the fourth and fifth years, 
for the great improvement which they 
had made of the advantages afforded 
them, and for the excellent example 


State of Public Affairs. $71 
which they had set to their younger fel- 


low students; and by expressing the 
particular obligations which the institu- 
tion was under to Mr, James Yates, of 
Liverpool, who, in the absence of his 
friend, Mr. Kenrick, had this year vo- 
luntarily undertaken, and executed with 
yo ability, the chief parts of the of. 
ce of classical tutor. 
V.F. 


NOTICES, 


Shortly will be published, the third 
edition of Lonpon, in one large volume 
1amo, being a Complete Guide to the 
British Capital, containing, in addition 
to the antiquities of this metropolis, an 
account of all the new establishments 
and institutions, commercial, literary, 
scientific, charitable foundations, &c. &c. 
interspersed with a varicty of original 
anecdotes, eccentric biography, critical 
remark-, &c. &c. faithfully abridged 
and improved from Mr. Pennant’s Lon- 
don, and brought down to the present 
year, 1810. By Jonn Watts. 





The Rev. Tuomas Rees being pre- 
vented by numerous and urgent avoca- 
tions from proceeding with the Fami- 


LIAR INTRODUCTION tothe Arts and 
SCIENCES, some time ago announced by 
him as in preparation, the Rev. J. Joyce 
has at his particular request taken up the 
plan, and has already made considerable 
progress in the work. It will form one 
volume duodecimo,and will be illustrated 
by numerous wood cuts and engravings. 


The gentleman who some time since, 
under the sigusture of Joun Smitn, 
published “« An Examination of the Gos- 

ls respecting the Person of Christ,” is 
about to publish, “ An Examination 
of the Proruecies, selected from the 
most eminent Expositors.”” He has like- 
wise prepared a second edition of his 
former work, and both are in the press. 





——_—_—_—_—_—— — 
— —_——_ ——— 





MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 


OR, 


The Christian's Survey 


of the Political World. 





* Under the sun is nothing new,” said 
the wisest of the Jewish kings: and, if 
at such a distant period he could with 

iety advance this proposition, we 
t not to be surprised at the events 
which are daily taking place in our own 
umes. Colonies were formed in ancient 
days, and the parent state fell into de- 
Sy; kings have been — and mur- 
» and successful adventurers have 


mounted their thrones; satiated with 
royalty, monarchs have quictly slipped 
away from grandeur, to enjoy the com- 
fort and comparative innocence of re- 
tirement. In a world where all is change, 
these things must happen ; and, instead 
of the fond admiration which they ex- 
cite in some minds, they are to be re- 

rded merely as things of course ; and 

¢ lesson to be derived from them is, 
























AR ee een sare ora 
* eal = 





































372 State of Public Affairs. 


i « 


not to fix too strongly the affections on 
any thing in this world, but to keep the 
eye on that future world, to which the 
king and the peasant are equally hasten- 


ing. 

Swo changes of dominion have taken 

lace since our last. In one cae, the 
Ling has guitted his subject:; in the 
other, the subjects have thrown off their 
allegiance to their prince, and separated 
themse!ves from the mother country. 
‘The latter change we have long expe.t- 
ed, and the only thing that could sur 
prise us, is, that it should not have 
taken place long before; but our know- 
ledge of Spanish America is very con- 
fined, and the ignorance and supersti- 
tion of its ok ome have probably 
very much retarded so saluta'y a rea- 
sure. In consequence of the quariels in 
the royal family of Spain, the invasion 
of the country, the placing of a Corsican 
instead of the descendant of a French- 
man on the throne, a variety of questions 
must have forced themselves on the Spa- 
nish Americans. Their allegiance was 
shaken by not knowing on om to fix 
it, whether on the father or son; their 
connection with the mother country was 
subject to great interruptions, and hav- 
ing no access to the sovereign, they 
could not ascertain what dependance 
was to be placed om the inferior juntas. 
They were compelled, in fact, to think 
for themselves: they were compelied to 
use that faculty which in Europe, as 
well as in America, so many are happy 
in resigning to others, and in lowering 
themsclves to the condition of brutes. 
The use they will make of their reason- 
ing faculties may be matter of specula- 
tion. A wide ficld is open to them. 
An extensive ter:itory wil) = under the 
same government ; and we would hope, 
that the new sovercignty o: sovereignties 
will be established without effusion of 
blood. The Caraccas, it seems, have 
set the example, and in a very spirited 
manifesto have declared their indepen- 
dence. Peru is prepared, we beheve, 
to follow it, as im that court y efforts 
have been making to enlighten the pub- 
lic mind, and the ,productions of the 
press have been far from contemptible. 
The change of the temporal governme:t 
is of little consequence. We shail be 
more rejoiced to heer that they have 
thrown off their spiritual yoke, and de- 
termined that every one shall worship 
God without fear of his fellow creature. 


The situation of the pope and of the 


mo her country is very friendly to their 
del.verance from their spiritual ene. 
mies The holy juggles which wereap. 
nual y shipped off for the Spanish main, 
cannot easily be procured : their bi 
and archbishops cannot get the blessings 
of his pretended holiness ; they will now 
find that they can set up for themselves, 
Various extensive dominions may be 
formed from the Spanish possessions in 
America. Buenos Ayres secms to be 
calculated for the capital of a great 
country, extending from the borders of 
Peru to the southern cape. leru will 
be a great empire. Mexico will have 
the pre-eminen e in the northern states, 
New kingdoms and republics may arise, 
The various interests of the old inhabi- 
tanis, the descendants of the Spanish 
settlers. and the native Spaniards, will 
give rise to various competitions and 
combinauons. The European world is 
too much embarrass:d with its own fol- 
lies to give much disquiet to the new 
states, and, with prudence, on the ir 
of Great Britain, a very extensive held 
is open for its commerce. What part 
the line of the Brasils will take in this 
new arrangement, time must develope. 
He has sufficicnt scope for employment 
in his own territories, without interfer 
ing in the affa rs of his neighbours. 
Holland presents to us a very different 
scene. It had just accommodated itself 
to regal government, and began to form 
an attachment to its prirce. The bro- 
ther of Buonaparte, it seems, was also 
endued with some good qualities, and 
wished to render his subjects happy. 
The counsels of Versailles were not cab 
culated for this o ject, and h« felt that, 
though a king, he was under their supe 
rior influence. What was he then to 
do? He fownd himself labouring under 
the displeasure of his imperial brother, 
and too weak to protect himself or his 
subjects from its effects. He had the 
spirit to forego the pleasures of royalty, 
and to abdicate his throne. ‘To whet 
place he has retired it is not known. He 
must remain concealed or bear the marks 
of his brother’s resentment. ‘The cout 
try he left under a regency, to presery’ 
it for his eldest son, according to the 
constitution; but of what use is @ com 
stitution against a superior force? ln 4 
short time after, the constitution Was 
annulled, and Holland is no longet * 
kingdom. 
‘The abdication and flight of the king 
of Holland were no sooner know? * 
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Paris, than the plan, for some consider- 
able time probably discussed, was brought 
forward. It was determined that the 
verritory should be united with France, 
be divided into departments, governed 
by prefects, and by the Napoleon code. 
The system was casily framed, and an 
armed force is in Holland to establish 
it, Amsterdam is made the the third 
city of the empire; and, in this charac- 
ter, has a better chance of success than 
as the metropolis of a kingdom. ‘The 
Dutch will not be averse to the change. 
They have suffered too much to have 
any great con¢ern whether they are go- 
verned by a resident viceroy or not; for 
after all, the king of Holland could never 
be any thing else than a viceroy. Form- 
ing apart of a great empire, and being 
governed by the same laws, they are ‘ess 
likely to be harassed by particular exac- 
tions and contributions; their success 
will not be an object of jealousy ac Paris ; 
and the benefit of their trade will extend 
throughout the whole of the empire. 
When the plan was fixed on, it was 
tasy to draw up a manifesto to demon- 
strate its advantages. ‘This appeared in 
the form of a report to the emperor, in 
which it was shown that Holland was 
incapable of supporting itse.f, and besides 
that it was merely a shoot from the 
French territory, constituting a portion 
of soil necessary to complete the form of 
the empire. How easily are reasons 
found for the increase of territory, and 
the East Indies wi!l afford usa sufficient 
number of similar instances. Besides 
these powerful arguments, another was 
advanced, that this act would be the 
heaviest blow against England, and that 
the empire might experience the hap- 
iest effects from a most powerful navy. 
eenemy thus does not disguise his 
hopes; but a navy is not so easiry formed 
asanarmy. A terrible conflict remains, 
if Providence does not allay the wrath 
of the adverse powers. ‘Ihe history of 
Holland, from its rise to its dissolution, 
forms a very instructive lesson. The 
Stadtholder, when he caijed in the 
strength of Prussia to enable him to tri- 
umph over his fellow citizens, did not 
in that measure foresce the ruin of his 
house. He raised himself upon the fall 
of the republic, and having destroyed 
the energies of the country, having ba 
nished its most respectable citizens, he 
in due time shared a similar tate; and 
the house, that had been renowned tor 
*s love of liberty, was deprived of that 
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glory which is duc only to those who 
honuured the principles on which it was 
established, 

When we view these changes, why 
shall an individual be concerned at the 
space he occupies in the world? ‘The 
great are not contented with their power 
or their wealth, and little is it they en- 
joy above those who have food and rai- 
ment only for their support. Buona- 
parte with all his greatness sees his fa- 
miy divided. One brother will not 
take a kingdom; the other will not keep 
one, Iie has conquered much, and he 
labours much. He plans great schemes, 
and he has overthrown many injarious 
institutions. Still he is but an instru- 
ment in the hand of Provid.nce, and is 
liable, like other men, to his own pecu- 
liar miseries. Our compassion is excited 
for him and his court when peculiar ca- 
lamity befals him; and he, who has 
witnes-ed the effusion of so much blood 
in the field of battle, was less affected 
probably by it, than by the distress oc- 
casioned by a fire in the house, in which 
he anc his imperial consort were, with 
his court, present at a most sumptuous 
entertainment. Several lives were lost 
upon the ogcasion, and this will puta 
stop for some time to the intended gai- 
ctics. It was an awtul night. ‘The 
change from the heixht of human pride 
to scenes of agony 2nd despair must have 
appalied many a heart, .ay it have 
been the means of introducing those 
thoughts which become peo)ie who are 
not born only for this world! 

Paris has seen ca,amity in a dreadful 
form in its palaces; Stockholm has seen 
it in its streets. The crown prince is 
now suspected to have died not a natu- 
ral death, and suspicion feil upon the 
Count Von Fersen. | 'e does not seem 
to have ben aware of it, or, if he 
was, not to have taken the precautions, 
which becasie a man who was the subs 
ject of popuiar odium. Guilty or not 
guilty, he was assailed by the populace 
mn the streets, and took refuge in a house, 
from which he imprudently ventured 
forth before they were dispersed. The 
consequcn. ¢ was such a one as we did 
not expect fiom the Swedes, who are a 
mild and inoffensive people : lor they 
literally tore nim in pieces. Several of 
the rioters were taken up, but the sub- 
ject is of such importance, that a regular 
investigation of the death of the crown 
rince has been entered upon, and the 
amily of the count have particularly re- 
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quested an inquiry into his conduct, 
which they firmly believe to have been 
innocent. A diet is summoned for the 
clection of @ successor to the throne, 
and two princes, one of the Danish house, 
and the other of a petty house in Ger- 
many, are talked of as candidates. The 
diet is like our parliament, and produces 
specimens of eloquence not inferior to 
those in either of our houses. The be- 
nefits of the new constitution is seen in 
the failure of a measure on the resigna- 
tion of a minister, who refused to give 
it his sanction. The responsibility of a 
minister for every act to which he signs 
his name, is a great improvement in 
the art of government. 

Spain continues to present us sights of 
blood, and every day rumour was on 
float with the surmises of an engagement 
between the troops under Lord Welling- 
ton and those under Massena. The 
dreadful battle has by this time probably 
been fought. Ciudad Rodrigo was 
strongly besizged, and not expected to 
hold out much longer. Its fall would 
enable Massena to march forward, and 
more is to be dreaded from his superior 
skill than the number or prowess of his 
troops. Cadiz has sent us home, not an 
account of distress or of sallies, but of 
races on its plains. This does not make 
us less anxious for the safety of the place, 
nor do we expect to hear of the Cortez 
being assembled in the isle of Leon, to 
which place it has been summoned. This 
measure is, we fear, too late for the pre- 
servation of the country, and in its fall 
Portugal will participate. A hope re- 
mains, that ovr army will be enabled to 
effect a retreat to Lisbon, if it does not 
defeat thé French army; but the odds 
against which British valour has to con- 
tend, isgreat; and the assistance to be 
derived from Spaniards or Portuguese is 
too problematical. 

In looking at home, the first subject 
that strikes us is of a melancholy nature; 
but in cases of this kind, we would hope 
that the evils have been exaggerated, 
and that, on cool reflection, they will 
be found to be much less than we anti- 
cipated. Failures in trade to a consider- 
able amount have taken place, which 
have drawn along with them considera- 
ble houses in the country, and rumour 
excited runs upon others, which have 
stood the shock, and by meeting it with 
composure have regained the public con- 

nee. In a country, carrying on such 
extensive concerns, evils cannet be 


prevented: and, when the failures ar 
to a great amount, the sum is considered 
without a due reflection on the smali 
roportion it bears to the capital eng 
in the warious pursuits of speculation, 
Advantage is taken of the alarm to cre. 
ate a prejudice against the paper money, 
by whick all operations in trade have 
been so much improved, though care 
has not been taken to keep the issuing of 
it within proper bounds. We 
hope, that the good old custom of tak. 
ing paper money speak the truth will be 
restored; and that the bank, in promis. 
ing to pay a sum, shall on demand pay 
that sum according to promise, Untl 
that is done, we must expect much in- 
convenience to arise ; and, in fact, there 
is no telling to what extent paper may 
run, unless it is kept within due bounds 
by the necessity of money payments, In 
this, asin all other cases, the advan 
of truth over falsehood must ultimate 
be seen, and it is difficult to conceive on 
what principles the first measure with 
respect to the bank could be justified. 
The release of Sir F. Burdett from the 
tower had its due portion of popular at- 
tention, and his friends and enemies 
made different remarks on the propriety 
of his conduct upon this occasion. His 
friends were divided upon the a a 
They who were eager to show their hi 
in triumph, were mortified at not being 
indulged in this assuredly very justibable 
wish; but they did not sufficiently Te 
flect in what a particular situation be 
stood, and how much it became him to 
prevent his enemies from the triumph 
they would have enjoyed ifthe military 
had been called in, and scattered woe 
and dismay upon innumerable families. 
The great body of his friends, however, 
country peeved highly otis cote 
co » approv ° ; 
They aoe him the coed due to him 
upon such a measure, which were 
convinced he could not have 
but on the maturest reflection, and a 
balancing all the advantages and dissé- 
vantages of a different line of ¢ 
He could not possibly wish to 
- eae but, if — a 
a ended to the pu 
the gratification of perhaps a laudable v+ 
nity, he was to be commended for pre- 
ferring the public good to any pavet 
enjoyment. As to his enemics, th] 
could not bring themselves to applaud 
him for any thing ; they had 
every species of calumny, on the svpP* 
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sition that he would be in the procession ; 
and that he had not —< them 
this nity, me dipped their pens 
in gall to calumniate him for not having 
given them the opportunity they desired 
of abusing him. 

Mr. Cobbett, the political writer, 
whose industry surpasses that of any 
man that has appeared in this walk of 
life in England, and who is distinguished 
by the clearness of his style, as much as 
by the freedom of his observations, has 
received his final doom, for the remarks 
he made on an alleged mutiny of some 
militiamen, and the use of the German 

to bring them into order. The 

judge allowed that the right still re- 
mained to an Englishman, of calling in 
question the propriety of employing fo- 
reign troops in this country, provided 
it was exercised with due decorum ; and 
we must confess for ourselves, that we 
retain on this subject, and on that of 
nanding armies in general, the opinion 
of our ancestors; for we have not as yet 
seen their arguments confuted. In Mr. 
Cobbett'’s case, the judge who passed 
sentence is reported in the papers to have 
tated the libel to have verged to the 
borders ef high treason; but without 
weh an authority, we could not have 
dreamed of such a thing; nor did we 
see in it more scarcely than strong irony 
i a very bad style; and the handling of 
a subject beyond the bounds which seem 
tobe laid down for the liberty of the 
press. Two years confinement in New- 
gate, a fine of a thousand pounds, and 
curity for future behaviour, will, 
it must be allowed, be ample retribu- 
tion: and it was cted to have tamed 
the spirit of the author ; but he continues 
his ee are and has vindicated him- 
the insinuations of the attorney 

general, that he wrote for base lucre, in 
a manner that docs him great credit. 
We could wish to see the word libel 
well defined, with fixed punishments to 
its modes ; and it is a subject which de- 
etves more attention than has been 
to it inthis country: we do not 

mean by lawyers, but by writers who 
weigh well the morality of human ac- 


Another case has occurred in the law 
Sourts, which merits the attention of 
the religious world. A society is formed 
‘@ town for the conversion of the Jews 
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to Christianity, The end is laudable. 
Every true Christian must wish to see 
the true faith established among that 
people, but in the present distracted state 
of Christianity, it is not easy to conceive 
them to be brought over by the argu- 
ments that are most likely to be used. 
We look forward with confidence, how- 
ever, ta. the day, when they will lay 
aside their rabbinical superstitions, and 
to the worship of the one and only true 
God, add the faith in the mission of our 
Saviour Christ. Indeed, from 
them as the Christian faith began, so by 
them will it receive its great triumphs 
in the world. The Jews and the Chris- 
tians have at present much to unlearn; 
they must both throw aside their preju- 
dices, and build their faith solely upon 
their Scriptures. ‘To these they must 
approach with the reverence they de- 
serve, and they must cast aside all the 
fictions of men, which they now regard 
more than they do the oracles of God. 
The society, however, for converting 
the Jews has established a chapel for this 
pu , and a school for the instruction 
of the poorer class. They have several 
scholars of both sexes, but we belicve 
entirely formed from those whose pa- 
rents were unable to support them. 
Among them was a lad whose father 
had been in prison, and he now moved 
that his child might be restored to him ; 
but it was urged, that the society did 
not refuse access to the child, and that 
the child’s stay in the society was vo- 
luntary. He was, it seems, however, 
two hundred miles off, and the parent 
was too poor to go after him. The 
court refused unanimously the rule. Let 
us put the case in a different way. Sup- 
some rich Jews to unite to convert 
Christian children to Judaism, and con- 
fine themselves to boys and girls runnirg 
about the streets, whose parents are in 
prison ; to fix them in a school in York- 
shire, where they were fed and clothed 
and circumcised. What would the so- 
ciety for the conversion of the Jews sa 
upon this occasion? If that society wi 
keep the children, without inducin 
them to offend against the precepts 
the Jewish law, till they are of age to 
choose their religion, no Jew could ob- 
ject to it; but wedo not apprehend 
that many converts will be made to 
Christianity by the present system. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The following sums have been received for the orpham child:en of Mas 
STANDEVESS. 
£. & & 
From Sidmouth, by the Rev. E. Butcher : a ae 
Mr. Benjamin Flower, Harlow ° : - £10 





The following co-nmmications are intended for publication, viz.—=Serictarsy 
on the Critiques of Theo! »cus on the Improved Version.— Estimate of Stnctre 
on che Improved Versioa, Letter IV.—Plan, submitted to the Sourhern Unuarian 
Society — Mr. Elson’s Lecter from Newfoundland, containing Dr. Maty’s Reasons 
for separating from the Established Church.—Query relating to Mr. Henry Grove. 
—Copy of a Letter from the Rev. 5.5 Toms, of Framlingham, to 2 Member af 
Parliament, on Lord Sidmouth’s Motioas.— “rueky of the Calvinistic Reformen. 
—J. W. on the Revival of Knowledge long lost. 





The plan of a Female Asylum is under consideration. The Editor fears it 
by much too particular for the public eye, in tne first imstance. There would be 
no small difficulty in reconciling the British nation to the grinspie of a Pre 
testant nunnery. 





We must be permitted to state again to D. S. that we consider that the revival 
of the controversy concerning the spuriousness of 1 John v. 7, 8% would bea 
effect only slaying the slain. 





A Constant Reader is ang-y with our Reviewer of Dr. Carpenter’s Letters @ 
Veysic, for representing Mr. Belsham's Letters to Mr. Carpenter as uscarwered 
he reminds us of the no less than ¢ letters of Mr. Marsom's, im reply to Mr. B. 
in the M.R. He mighe also, with at least as much propriety, have referred 
confutation of us, to the letters which Mr. Carpenter himself inserted in our work. 
But the solution of the reviewer’s \anguage, unaccountable as it is styled by the 
Constant Reader, appears to us extremely easy: he contemplated Mr. Belsham’s 
Letters as they were collected and published by the author in a separate volume; 
and in this view his as.ertion may 4 fully sustained. 





Verax must write with more temper before he can gain the attention of Uni 
rians. He quite mistakes the character of the persons whose spirrtual benefit he 
consults, when he supposes that they will be silenced into acquiescence by 3 met 
assertion of the divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit, followed by the excl 


mation, | directed to the o s of these theologi of * What 
ness, stupidity and seed Siiedeces ™ nee pa aer4 





We have no secrets in the plan or conduct of the Monthly Repository; ite 
therefore, we sha!] answer M W.’s inquiry explicitly and publicly. There at 
now printed month'y of our work 1250 copies, of wich about 1000 constitute the 
average sale. From this information, the public will judge of the expediency 
using this medium of advertisements, which is open to them on reasonable ters. 





°° > eb cy department of our next number will be an account of A. 
Ebencaer Fob ston, of Stoke Newington, who, we lament to say; 
life, on Saturday, the 28th inst, : , 





